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I.  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  seventieth  general 

Meeting  of  the  United  Brethren’s  Society  for  Propa- 
gating the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  held  at 
Bethlehem,  Sept.  9th,  1847. 

The  Meeting  was  opened  with  singing,  and  a prayer  by  the 
President  of  the  Society. 

The  Thanks  of  the  General  Board  of  the  Brethren’s  Missions, 
were  returned  to  the  Society  for  the  last  year’s  contribution  to  the 
missionary  funds. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting,  three  members  had  departed  this 
life. 

Four  new  applications  for  membership  were  proposed  and  u- 
nanimously  accepted. 

The  report  of  the  state  of  our  Missions  in  New  Fairfield  and 
Westfield  was  laid  before  the  meeting. 

A motion  was  made  and  a resolution  passed,  that,  in  order  to 
awaken  a more  lively  interest  in  the  great  objects  of  this  Society 
• among  the  members  themselves,  an  Address,  treating  of  the  mean- 
ing and  object  of  our  Society,  shall,  in  future,  be  held  at  every  an- 
nual meeting,  by  'some  Brother  especially  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  during  the  year,  should  be  communicated 
to  the  Society  at  every  annual  meeting. 
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The  result  of  the  votes  cast  for  the  various  officers  of  the  Socie- 
ty was  read,  and  appeared  to  be  the  following  : — 

President.  Right  Revd.  Andrew  Benade. 

Vice  President.  Revd.  Charles  F.  Seidel. 

Treasurer.  Revd.  Philip  H.  Goepp. 

Secretary.  Revd.  Henry  A.  Schultz. 

Ass.  Directors.  Brethren  John  F.  Rauch,  C.  D.  Bishop, 
John  M.  Mickseh,  Benj.  Eggert. 

Auditors . Brethren  Matthew  Krause,  James  A.  Rice. 

John  F.  Wolle. 

The  Meeting- was  closed  by  the  singing  of  the-  hymn,  “The 
Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,”  &c. 

Amount  of  Collection,  $52  78. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 
oftheUnited  Brethren’s  Society,  for  Propagating  the  Gos- 
pel among  the  Heathen,  from  August  31st  1846, 
to  July  10th  1847. 


I. 


IT. 


RECEIPTS. 

Contribution  from  Members  of  the  Society.  Collection  on 
the  day  of  the  annual  meeting,  1846  - $ 61  97s 

From  members  in  Litiz,  - - - 15  50 

$ 86  504 

Interest  moneys  received, 

From  Stocks  - $1,356  40 

“ Bonds  and.  Mortgages  - 5,353  5 5 


6,709  95. 

Off-Interest  paid  to  TrusteeS'of  Theo- 
logical Seminary  --  - - - 1,200  00 

5,569  95* 


III.  Bequests  to  the  Society. 

Bequest  of  Sr.  R.  Shultz  - - 100  00 

Off-collectoral  Tax  - - - - -2  50 


Surplus  of  Receipts  from  last  years  account 


97  50 
35  144 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


$5,720  07' 


T.  Sundry~Expenses. 

For  Counsellors  Fees,  <fcc.  - - $50  81 

For  Compensation  of  Treasurer,  - 100  00 

For  Sundries, 9 00 

160074 

ff.  Expenses  on  account  of  land  in  Erie 
county. 

Ror  4 years  salary^pd.  J.  Wood,  $240  00 


Report  of  the  Directors . 
For  interest  on  advanced  money  20  00* 
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260 

00 

For  Taxes  on  French  creek  Tract 

From  1843 — 1846, 

263 

38 

523 

38 

Off  for  Rent  received, 

61 

00 

Off-a  Check  in  favour  of  J.  Wood 

rendered  in  last  years  account, 

400 

00 

62 

38 

For  one  years  salary  paid  James 

Miles 

60 

00 

Off  a credit  on  his  account 

80 

59 

20- 

—121 

58 

III.  Placed  to  Contingent  Fundr 

500 

GO 

Reserved  the  Bequest  of  R.  Shulz, 

* 

97 

50- 

—5970  6- 

IV.  Contribution  to  General  Mis- 

sion Funds, . 

- 

- 

- 

4,800 

00 

Surplus  of  Receipts, 

- 

- 

40 

91| 

$5,720  07 


REPORT  OF  TIIS  DIRECTORS 
of  the  Society  eor  Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the 
HEATHEN,  READ  AT  THH*  GENERAL  MEETING, 

Sept.  9th',  1847. 

Of  the  Ncw-Fairflcld  Mission  in  Upper  Canada. 

Soon  after  the  last  annual  meeting  of  our  Society  we  received, 
from  New  Fairfield,  the  unexpected  and  afflicting  news  of  the  de- 
parture of  the  married  Sr.  Eliza  R'egenass,  which  took  place  on 
the  11th  of  Sept,  of  last  year,  in  consequence  of  a severe  attack 
of  bilious  fever,  and  thus,  as  had  already  been  the  case  at  West- 
field  a few  months  before,  one  of  the  younger  Missionary  sisters 
was  called  away  so  soon  from  her  sphere  of  hopeful  activity. 
'Whilst  yet  mourning  over  this  new  loss,  we  received  the  startling 
intelligence,  that,  almost  at  the  same  time,  the'  two  married  Sist- 
ers Elisabeth  Schmidt  and  Margaret  Bishop,  stationed  at  the  Mis- 
sions among* the  Cherokees*  had  also  departed  this  life.  These 
were  painful  dealings  of  the  Lord,  to  which  we  and  the  bereaved 
husbands  and  friends  could  alone  be  truly  reconciled  and  resigned 
by  the  firm  conviction,  that  every  thing  which  the  Lord  does,  or 
permits  to  happen  to  us  is  well -chime, - and  solely  meant  for  our* 
good.  We  therefore  sincerely  hope*  that  an  abundant  measure 
of  this  comfort  may  fall  to  the  share  of  our  afflicted  Br.  Regenass, 
who  mourns  the  early  departure  of  a beloved,  faithful  and  sensi 
b&G  wife,  and  this. the  more  so,  as  this  heavy  stroke  fell  upon  him^ 
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at  a time  when  he  stood  quite  alone,  and  was  thus  deprived  the 
sympathy  and  assistance  of  his  colleagues,  Br.  and  Sr.  Jesse  Vog- 
ler  who  were  still  absent  on  their  visit  in  our  congregations.  Upon 
the  reception  of  this  intelligence  they  hastened  their  return,  taking 
with  them,  besides  two  of  their  own  children,  the  sister  of  Br. 
Regenass  from  Litiz,  in  order  that  she  might  assist  him  in  the  educa- 
tion of  his  motherless  son,  and  take  charge  of  his  domestic  con- 
cerns. They  all  arrived  safely  at  New  Fairfield  on  the  11th  Oct. 
of  last  year.  This  happened  to  be  on  a Sunday  morning,  and  Br. 
Yogler  could  immediately  greet  the  assembled  congregation,  and 
edify  them  by  a discourse.  During  the  course  of  the  following 
days  he  visited  the  members  of  the  congregation  in  the  village, 
and  also  those,  who  during  the  past  summer,  had  formed  settle- 
ments in  the  woods  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  in  order  to  have 
their  firewood  more  conveniently  at  hand.  As  these  members 
can  not  attend  the  week-day  meetings  in  the  village,  it  was  resolv- 
ed to  keep  a meeting  at  each  one  of  these  settlements  once  every 
week. 

The  Methodists  still  continued  to  hold  their  meetings  in  the 
house  of  one  of  our  members.  Br.  Vogler  found  an  opportunity 
to  speak  with  their  missionary  on  this  subject,  and  took  occasion 
to  tell  him  his  opinion  and  thoughts  concerning  these  proceedings 
and  this  interference  on  their  part,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Mis- 
sionary himself,  he  handed  him  these  views  expressed  in  writing. 
This  had  not,  however,  the  desired  effect,  as  a number  of  our  In- 
dians still  remained  with  them.  They  are  those  of  our  members, 
who,  being  dissatisfied  on  account  of  the  unfavourable  result  of 
their  petition  to  government,  mentioned  in  our  last  report,  now 
find,  as  it  were,  a prop  and  support  for  their  spleen  and  discon- 
tent in  their  connection  with  the  Methodists,  and  would  wish 
to  see  an  opposition  Mission  established  upon  our  Land.  Our 
missionaries  deem  it  better  to  suffer  and  keep  quiet,  than  to  stirr 
actively  in  this  matter,  and  to  commend  the  issue  to  the  Lord. 
They  have  already  the  satisfaction  to  see,  how  our  meetings  are 
again  attended  more  and  more  regularly,  even  by  those  who  were 
entirely  dissatisfied  and  estranged  ; and  one  of  these  has  recently 
on  his  deathbed  accused  himself  bitterly  on  account  of  the  connec- 
tion he  had  maintained  with  these  strangers. 

The  preachings  in  the  school-house,  situated  a few  miles  from 
the  Mission  station,  were  now  again  regularly  kept  every  4th 
Sunday  and  numerously  attended.  This  schoolhouse  is  built 
upon  the  very  spot  where  the  battle  between  Harrison  and  Proc- 
tor was  fought,  in  which  the  famous  Tecumseh  lost  his  life,  and 
on  this  account  it  now  bears  the  name  of  Tecumseh.  A Sunday- 
school  was  also  established  at  this  place.  The  celebration  of  E- 
piphany,  January  6th,  was  distinguished  this  year  by  the  bap- 
tism of  two  Adults,  and  bv  the  circumstance  that  a more  nuiner- 
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ous  congregation  had  assembled  to  partake  of  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  supper  than  had  been  the  case  for  many  years. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  before  the  E aster-festival,  the  pre- 
sents which  Br.  Yogler  had  received  from  the  young  ladies  of  the 
Boarding-school  at  Litiz  for  this  purpose,  were  distributed,  among 
those  of  the  Indian  scholars  who  had  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  regular  attendance. 

This  distribution  caused  the  most  lively  joy  among  them.  Thus 
also  the  donation  of  the  Young  Men’s  Society  at  Litiz,  for  con- 
structing a cistern  in  the  village,  received  the  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments of  the  members,  as  this  will  afford  a great  convenience  to 
those  who  have  hitherto  been  forced  to  fetch  the  water  from  the 
river,  and  carry  it  up  a steep  bank. 

The  whole  community  came  flocking  to  the  meetings  during 
the  Passion  week,  in  order  to  hear  the  last  Acts  of  the  Son  of 
Man  read  to  them,  and  it  is  remarked  in  the  Mission  Diary  of 
these  days ; that,  when  one  sees  with  what  deep  emotion  these 
people  listen  to  the  words  of  the  dying  Saviour,  one  can  not  re- 
frain from  asking  the  question : “ And  will  these  people  again  re- 
turn to  the  service  of  Sin,  and  forget  that  Saviour  who  has  so 
dearly  purchased  them  ?” 

During  the  course  of  the  spring  months  many  children  were  at- 
tacked by  the  whooping-cough  and  several  departed  this  life.  A- 
mong  the  adults  also,  many  suffered  severely  from  attacks  of  the 
prevailing  fever.  This  was  a very  busy  time  for  Br.  Yogler,  as 
he  had  to  visit  the  sick  both  in  the  village  and  in  the  neighbouring 
settlements,  and  not  alone  administered  spiritual  aid  and  comfort, 
but  also  supplied  them  with  medicines  and  medical  advice. 

Towards  the  end  of  May  there  came  to  New  Fairfield  an  Indi- 
an family  of  five  persons,  with  whom  Br.  Abr.  Luckenbach  had 
staid  whilst  on  a visit  to  the  Indians  of  Grand  river  twenty  years 
ago.  They  begged  to  be  received  into  the  village,  which  was 
granted  them  on  trial. 

On  the  22nd  of  June  Br.  John  Regenass,  accompanied  by  his 
sister  and  infant  son,  set  out  on  their  return  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  arrived  safely.  He  will  not  return  to  the  Mission  for  the  pre- 
sent. According  to  the  last  letters  from  Br.  Vogler,  of  the  11th 
of  August,  the  state  of  health  among  the  Indians  was  again  im- 
proving, and  his  family  were  also  enjoying  good  health. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1846,  the  Indian  congregation  at  New-- 
Fairfield  consisted  of  44  communicants,  23  baptized  adults,  95 
baptized  children,  7 candidates  for  baptism,  15  new  people,  22 
suspended  from  church  privileges,  and  10  unbaptized  children. 
Total  216  souls,  being  32.  more  than  at  the  close  of  1845. 

II. 

Of  the  Westfield  Mission , in  the  Indian  Territory . 

After  the  departure  of  Sr.  Qehler,  noticed  in  our  last  year’s-re- 
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port,  her  widowed  husband  Br.  Oehler  had  to  suffer  repeatedly 
from  most  severe  attacks  of  fever.  According  to  arrangements 
made  by  him,  with  our  consent,  his  brother  brought  one  of  his 
sisters  from  Ohio  to  Westfield,  in  order  that  she  might  keep  house 
for  him,  and  assist  him  in  the  education  of  his  children.  Mean- 
time, however,  Br.  Bachman,  who  had  for  some  time  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  tolerable  health,  was  attacked  so  violently,  towards  the 
end  of  August,  by  a billious  inflamation,  that  he  seemed  rapidly 
approaching  his  end.  In  great  distress  on  this  account,  Sr.  Bach- 
man wrote  with  the  eonsent  of  her  husband  to  her  parents,  living 
at  Bethlehem,  that  she  would  now  have  to  give  up  all  hope  of  the 
complete  recovery  of  her  husband,  as  long  as  he  should  remain 
on  this  station,  and  that  a speedy  removal  from  thence  afforded 
the  only  hope  of  saving  his  life;  to  this  was  added  the  earnest  re- 
quest, that  the  Provincial  Helpers’  Conference  might  be  inform- 
ed of  these  circumstances.  The  conference  immediately  took 
this  matter  into  consideration,  and,  as  they  believed,  that  it  might 
be  regarded  as  unjustifiable  severity,  if  measures  for  the  recall  of 
Br.  Bachman  were  not  immediately  taken,  and  as  furthermore  Br. 
Oehler  also  continued  infirm  and  sickly,  they  saw  no  other  way, 
especially  in  view  of  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  than  to 
leave  it  to  the  option  of  both  these  Brethren  to  go  away  from  this 
unhealthy  station  as  soon  as  they  could  ; whereby,  indeed,  the 
final  discontinuance  of  this  station  was  set  in  view.  In  -conse- 
quence of  this,  Br.  Oehler  resolved  to  return  to  Ohio,  and  there- 
fore set  out  with  his  family  on  the  29th  of  Oct.,  after  they  had, 
in  a special  meeting,  been  commended  t©  the  care  of  the  Lord. 
Br.  Bachman,  however,  had,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  recov- 
ered so  far  from  his  sickness  as  to  be  able  to  attend  again  to  all 
his  duties,  and  he  and  his  wife  had  therefore  come  to  the  resolu- 
tion to  remain  on  their  station  during  the  winter,  and  not  leave 
until  to  the  following  spring.  Before^the  end  of  the  year,  he 
could  give  us  the  joyful  information,  that  he  now  enjoyed  better 
health  than  for  a number  of  years  past,  and  that  he  and  his  wife 
were  therefore  willing,  if  the  Lord  preserved  their  health  unto 
them,  and  if  it  was  so  thought  expedient,  to  remain  for  a longer 
time  on  their  station  than  the  limit  mentioned  before.  We  gladly 
gave  our  consent,  and  rejoiced  in  the  hope  that  we  would  now 
perhaps  be  able  to  continue  this  Missionary  station  for  a longer 
time.  The  meetings  were  again  kept  in  their  usual  order.  After 
the  harvest  of  the  Indian  corn,  which  proved  very  abundant,  had 
been  finished  the  school  for  the  children  was  again  commenced, 
and  the  number  of  scholars  was  as  high  as  35,  more  than  had  ev- 
er before  attended  the  school. 

A great  many  heathen  Indians  attended  the  celebration  of  the 
Christmas  festival.  New-year’s  day  of  this  year  was  distinguish- 
ed by  the  circumstance,  that,  in  the  evening  meeting  of  the  day, 
four  Brethren  and  five  sisters  made  public  profession.  On  Epiph- 
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any  a heathen  Indian  woman  was  baptized,  four  persons  were  re- 
ceived into  the  congregation,  and  one  who  had  been  excluded  was 
re-admitted.  During  the  Passion  week  the  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended, and  the  congregation-spent  the  night  previous  to  Easter  in 
the  meeting-house,  engaged  in  singing  and  prayer. 

In  April  the  former  dwelling  house  of  Br.  Micksch  was  con- 
verted into  a sehoolhouse,.  and  the  old  sehoolhouse  was  arranged 
as  a carpenter’s  shop. 

Hitherto  the  course  of  the  Mission  had  been  quiet  and  peacea- 
ble. About  the  beginning  of  May,  however,  the  heathens  again 
commenced  their  dances  and  drunken  revels  in  the  neighborhood 
of  our  missions,  and  by  this,  especially  the  younger  part  of  the 
congregation,  is  always  placed  in  great  temptation  to  join  in  these 
heathenish  amusements.  As  long  as  the  rule  which  permits  and 
directs  the  Indian  Helper  Brethren  to  confiscate  and  destroy  all 
strong  drink,  which  is  brought  for  such  purposes  upon  the  Mis- 
sion Lands,  could  be  enforced,  these  disturbances  could  in  a great 
measure  be  prevented.  But  now  the  heathen  Indians  declared, 
that  they  would  no  longer  submit  to  this,  and  that  they  would  em- 
ploy force  to  prevent  the  execution  of  this  rule,  as  they  considered 
themselves  masters  of  the  land,  and  therefore  possessed  of  the 
right  to  command.  This  threat  caused  great  concern  and  despond- 
ency in  the  congregation,  and  that  portion  of  the  members  who 
are  faithful  and  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  youth,  began  to  en- 
tertain serious  thoughts  of  leaving  a Missionary  station  where 
our  long  tried  rules  and  regulations  could  no  longer  be  enforced. 
This  was  especially  the  case  with  die  Helper  brother  Frederic, 
a very  pious  and  well  meaning  man.  When  this  Brother,  a few 
days  afterwards,  received  the  news,  that  his  sister  living  at  New- 
Fairfield,  had  died  and  had  left  behind  her  seven  uneducated  chil- 
dren, he  immediately  formed  the  resdlution  to  move  baek  to  Fair- 
field  with  his  wife,  and  to  care  for  thfe  orphan  children  of  his  sis- 
ter, he  himself  being  childless.  This  his  plan  he  himself  an- 
nounced to  the  congregation  one  Sunday  after  preaching.  This 
caused  great  commotion,  and  had  the  (consequence,  that  the  great- 
er and  the  better  part  of  the  members  have  now  almost  resolved 
also  to  return  to  Canada  in  the  coming  spring. 

We  on  our  part,  cannot  and  will  not  encourage  or  discourage 
them  in  this  undertaking,  but  must  leave  it  to  their  own  convic- 
tion, whether  they  will  remain  or  emigrate  back  to  Canada  ; for 
certainly,  our  Mission  at  Westfield,  whose  light  has  as  yet  been 
weak,  and  in  wdiich,  the  power  of  Grace  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
gain  the  supremacy,  is.  in  great  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  by 
the  power  of  the  darkness  and  sin  of  the  surrounding  Heathenism. 
We,  therefore,  commend  these  affairs  to  the  merciful  and  allwise 
care  of  our  faithful  Lord  and  Saviour. 

Even  before  we  had  learnt  the  circumstances  related  above,  we 
had  been  induced  to  give  Br.  Bachman  a call  to  another  sphere  of 
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action,  and  Br.  Oehler  had  in  consequence  been  sent  back  to 
Westfield  to  supply  his  place. 

In  accordance  with  these  arrangements,  Br.  Oehler  who  had 
not  yet  married  again,  set  out  from  Ohio  on  the  25th  of  August, 
accompanied  by  the  same  sister  who  had  before  already  been  at 
Westfield  with  him.  We  hope  soon  to  hear  of  their  safe  arrival, 
and  must  now  wait  patiently,  to  see  how  matters  will  be  arranged 
there  during  the  coming  winter. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1846,  the  Indian  congregation  at  West- 
field  consisted  of  41  communicants,  83  baptized,  and  20  new  peo- 
ple and  unbaptized  children.  Total,  144  souls.  During  the 
course  of  this  year  3 adults  were  baptized,  4 persons  received  in- 
to the  congregation  and  8 persons  confirmed. 


II. 

THIRD  REPORT 

Of  the  Bdard  of  the  Ministers'  Aid  Society  at  Bethlehem , 
October  5.  1847. 

It  is  a necessary  consequence  of  the  very  nature  of  the  subject, , 
that  the  annual  report  of  a society  such  as  ours,  can  not  present 
any  great  variety  of  matter,  no  remarkable  or  striking  incidents 
occurring,  wThich  could  lend  to  such  a report  any  peculiar  interest. 
The  object  of  our  Society  appears  solely  and  alone  to  be  this:  that 
we  endeavour,  as  much  as  our  yet  small  means  permit,  to  assist, 
by  larger  or  smaller  contributions  of  money,  such  of  the  minister- 
ing Brethren  of  our  Church,  (in  case  they  are  not  properly  sup- 
ported by  their  own  congregations,)  who  are  called  to  divide  the 
bread  of  life  both  in  Word  and  Sacrament  to  those,  who  have  for 
a longer  or  shorter  period  of  time  stood  in  connection  with  our 
Brethren’s  Church,  and  whom  we  therefore  look  upon  as  our 
brethren  and  sisters  in  the  Lord,  though  personally  we  may  be  but 
little  acquainted  with  them. 

We  do  not,  as  a society,  hoM  it  to  be  our  duty  to  enter  into 
minute  examinations,  why  it  is,  that  this  or  that  brother,  who  ap- 
plies his  powers  faithfully,  in  labouring  at  the  building  up  and 
adorning  of  the  spiritual  Zion,  does  not  receive  so  much  of 
worldly  possessions  from  his  congregation  as  are  absolutely  requi- 
site for  the  support  of  himself  and  family.  Neither  do  we  consid- 
er that  to  be  genuine  charity,  and  still  less  true  brotherly  love, 
which  is  satisfied  to  exclaim,  (perhaps  from  a great  distance),  this 
congregation  or  that  church  ought  to  maintain  its  minister,  and  then 
in  reality  does  nothing  more  to  better  the  evil.  Most  certainly  ev- 
ery congregation  ought  to  maintain  its  minister — if  it  can  ! But  if 
it  can  not,  or  will  not,  then,  in  both  cases,  the  consequences  are 
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equally  oppressive  for  him  who  has  to  suffer  under  them.  And  as 
long  as  there  are  such  “that  minister  about  holy  things”  among  us, 
who  can  not  “ subsist  of  the  things  of  the  tempef,”  (1  Cor.  9,  13.) 
we  consider  it  our  duty  to  come  to  their  assistance  according  to 
our  means.  It  has  sometimes,,  however,  been  objected,  that,  by 
these  means,  negligent  congregations  are  strengthened  still  more 
in  their  negligence-,  and  that  occasion  is  given  them  of  making  still 
less  exertion  to  support  their  ministers.  Though  this  may  be  true 
in  single  instances,  still  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  a whole  con- 
gregation should  be  found,  which  would  act  according  to  such 
dishonourable  principles. 

On  the  contrary,  the  contributions  already  made  on  the  part  of 
our  society,  have  brought  to  light  facts  which  serve  to  establish 
precisely  the  opposite  of  these  apprehensions. 

In  one  of  the  letters  which  have  been  received,,  a Brother  writes 

as  follows : “ The  members  of  the  Congregation  at do  as 

much  for  the  support  of  their  minister  as  lies  in  their  power,  and 
of  several  it  can  be  said,  without  exaggeration,  that  they  exert 
themselves  beyond  their  means  when  they  are  asked  to  give. — 
Still,  the  aid  which  your  society  affords  is  an  incitement  for  our 
brethren  here  to  do  still  more;  Their  earnest  endeavour  is  to  at- 
tain to  such  a situation  that  would  enable  them  to  dispense  with 
your  brotherly  assistance,  and  render  it  possible  for  them  on  their 
part,  to  assist  in  the  furtherence  of  your  excellent  object.” 

With  grateful  hearts  to  the  Lord  who  graciously  smiles  upon 
every  undertaking  begun  in  his  name,  we  can  confess,  at  the  close 
of  the  third  year  of  our  society,  that  He  has  not  permitted  willing 
givers  to  be  wanting,  both  at  home  and  in  the  distauce,  and  there- 
by made  it  possible  for  the  society  to  distribute  during  the  course 
of  the  year  $120  among  various  destitute  Brethren.  They  have 
thankfully  accepted  these  trifling  offerings  of  Love,  and,  as  their 
letters  prove,  regard  them  as  coming  from  the  Lord. 

One  Brother  writes  : “ Many  thanks  to  the  dear  friends  who 
have  made  me  and  my  family  now  for  the  third  time,  the  receipi- 
cnts  of  their  liberality.  I am  not  at  present  in  urgent  want,  still, 
this  contribution  will  be  of  great  assistance  to  us.  May  the  Lord 
bless  your  work  and  let  the  hearts  of  all  the  members  of  your  so- 
ciety experience  the  truth  of  the  word:  “It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive.” 

Another  Brother  says  : the  contributions  granted  us  came  hv 
hand  at  a very  seasonable  time.  I had  just  then  to  pay  a certain 
sum  of  money  and  knew  not  where  to  get  it,  when  this- very  ac- 
ceptable donation  arrived.  It  was  to  us  a plain*  evidence,  that  our 
gracious  God'  had  himself  moved  the  hearts  of  our  dear  brethren 
to  come  to  our  aid.  May  therefore  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour 
bless  this  Aid  Society  and  reward  its  kindness  with  all  temporal 
and  spiritual  gifts.” 

Another.  Brother  writes  : How  very  encouraging  and  worthy  of 
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thanks  a pecuniary  assistance  such  as  this  is,  you,  who  are  ac- 
quainted from  experience  with  the  situation  of  country  ministers 
will  be  able  to  understand,  for  they  live  in  nearly  as  much  uncer- 
tainty, as  regards  their  earthly  subsistence,  as  the  voyager  on  the 
ocean  ; if  he  arrives  safely,  it  is  well ; if  he  does  not  arrive,  it 
must  be  well  also.  You  will  have  the  kindness  to  return  our  most 
sincere  thanks  to  the  committee  of  the  Aid  Society,  for  their  hav- 
ing so  kindly  thought  of  our  necessities-,  1 only  wish  it  were 
possible  for  me  to  give  instead  of  to  receive..  We  are  doing  quite 
well.  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped,  so  that  we  never  yet  have 
suffered  actual  want.  Still  we  must  always  keep  in  mind  the  ad- 
vice of  Spangenberg  : “ Do  not  buy  what  i^  necessary,  but  only 
that  which  is  indispensable.”  ” 

“ Several  other  Brethren  in  a similar  manner  express  their 
thanks  for  the  donations  sent  them,  which,  in  most  instances,  came 
into  their  hands  precisely  at  such  seasons  when  they  particularly 
experienced  the  oppressive  annoyance  of  an  empty  purse.  Un- 
der such  circumstances,  one  of  the  Brethren  writes,  “such  a gift 
of  Love  is  peculiarly  welcome,  and  I was  not  in  the  slightest  per- 
plexity how  and  where  to  apply  it  to  the  best  advantage.” 

May,  therefore,  that  Lord,  who  himself  has  promised  to  bless 
those  who  should  for  his  name’s  sake  refresh  one  of  the  least 
of  his  deciples  with  a cup  of  water,  continue  to  bestow  his  bles- 
sings upon  the  exertions  of  our  Society,  and  also  cause  it  to  be- 
come the  means  of  increasing  more  intimate  union  and  active,  dis- 
interested brotherly  Love. 

HENRY  A.  SCHULTZ,  President. 
LEVIN  T.  REICHEL,  Sec’y.  pro  tem. 
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Cash  in  hand  of  Treasurer  Jan.  16,  1846, 

Of  Br.  Clauder,  Staten  Island, 

“ A.  L.  Huebener,  Bethlehem, 

Interest  on  $50  at  5£  due  Jan.  16,  1846, 

April  2nd,  Collection,  Sisters,  Bethlehem, 

May  2nd,  of  Br.  Ab.  Ritter,  Philadelphia, 

June  6th,  by  Cash  from  Miss.  Montgomery, 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  5 50 
For  1846,  Caroline  Bleck,  Salem,  N.  C.,  2 00 
~uly  31st,  of  the  York  Pa.  Sisters  Sewing  So- 
ciety, - - - - 40  00 

Aug.  11th,  of  Sister  Heath,  Jamaica,  5 00 

Sept.,  of  the  Naz.  Auxiliary  Society,  - 7 75 


2 75 
1 00 
2 00 
2 50 
17  75 
1 00 


60  25- 
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41  25 


110  50 
8 75 


$247  75 

Per  Contra  Disbursements,  $247  75. 

Viz  : for  investment  - - $125  00 

“ distribution  - - 120  00 

■Cash  on  hand  - - 2 75 


$247  75. 


III. 

'Report  of  a visit  to  Bambey  in  the  Country  of  the  Bush 
Negroes  undertaken  by  the  late  Br.  W.  Treu  in  company 
of  Br.  Meissner  in  January,  1846. 

Br.  Meissner , having-  been  called  upon  to  serve  the  Mission  at 
Bambey,  Br.  Treu  was  commissioned  to  accompany  him  thither 
and  gladly  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  lor  making  himself 
acquainted  with  that  remote  station. 

•“  The  Bambey  Brethren,”  writes  Br.  Treu.  “having  arrived 
at  Parrimaribo  with  several  coryars  to  fetch  us,  we  commenced 
our  voyage  up  the  River  Surinam,  at  3 a.  m.,  on  the  27th  of  Jan- 
uary, and  reached  Berg-en-Dal  before  noon  of  the  following  day. 
We  proceeded  on  our  journey  on  the  29th,  and  next  day  passed 
by  the  abode  of  the  conjuror,  Tiopo,  marked  by  a white  flag,  sig- 
nifying, that  4 the  god-like  man’  dwells  at  that  place.  We  had 
with  us  his  son  Zaccheus,  who  is  one  of  our  baptized  members. 
We  halted  at  several  stations  of  Bush  Negroes,  but  found  none  of 
them  desirous  to  hear  the  message  of  peace.  The  women  in  gen- 
eral, are  rude  and  childish  in  their  behaviour,  ,and  we  found  it  dif- 
ficult to  engage  them  in  conversation.  We  bivouacked  for  the 
alight  about  a league  below  the  fall  of  Gansidam. 

“ On  the  31st,  we  passed  the  Bakrahoppo  Stoon,  whfere  the 
hate  Br.  Wied  set  up  a large  stone  upon  a rock,  as  a way-mark, 

. uid  shortly  after  a small  island,  where  Br.  Jacobs  held  a meeting 
with  the  negroes  in  the  year  1837.  In  the  afternoon,  the  negroes 


'Oct.  Collection  among  Brethren,  Bethlehem, 

(per  Revd.  A.  Luckenbach)  25  75 

“ Collection  among  Sisters,  “ 

(per  Mrs.  A.  Schweinitz)  15  50 

Nov.,  Contributions  and  donations  of  Brn., 

Sisters,  and  friends  in  New  York,  108  50 
Caroline  Bleck,  Salem,  - 2 00 


■ One  year  Interest  on  $175  00  at  5 p,  ct 
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captured  three  tortoises,  and  scarcely  a day  passed,  when  we  hadi 
not  a fish  or  a gymnotus  (an  electric  eel)  for  supper. 

“ February  1st,  the  water  being  lowr  the  navigation*  between 
and  over  the  numerous  blocks  of  granit,  which  now  impeded  the 
channel,  was  very  difficult.  By  dint  of  the  most  powerful  exer- 
tions, however,  our  negro  brethren  succeeded  in  clearing  every 
obstacle.  We  then  held  a meeting  with  prayer  and  singing,  and 
a discourse  on  the  texts  for  the  day,  on  a huge  mass  of  stone,  near 
which  we  moored  our  vessels.  A little  further  down,  we  heard 
the  sound  of  a negro  drum,  which  led  us  to  inquire,  whether  the 
Bush  Negroes  knew  anything  of  the  Sunday,  and  we  learned  that 
they  were  accustomed  to  set  apart  this  day  for  idol-worship.  No- 
doubt,  they  have  adopted  the  practice  from  the  Christians.  In  the 
evening,  as  it  was  too  late  to  pass  the  FHkitona  Fall,  we  en- 
camped for  the  night  at  the  foot  of  it.  Before  we  retired 
to  rest,  Job  told  us,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  that  his  grand- 
father, the  chief  Abina,  who  fell  in  battle  against  the  Matuori  Ne- 
groes, before  going  to  the  fight,  had  charged  his  son  to  take  the 
Brethren  undet  his  protection,  as  being  the  ambassadors  of  the  great 
God.  Our  people  are  exceedingly  attentive  to  all  our  wants,  and. 
assist  us  in  suspending  our  hammocks,  in  cooking,  and  in  every 
possible  manner.  There  are  negro  huts  at  intervals  along  the 
shore,  where  we  might  readily  find  shelter  for  the  night,  but  as  our 
boats  were  laden  with  a variety  of  stores  for  Bambey,  Job  did  not’ 
wish  to  avail  himself  of  the  hospitality  of  his  heathen  countrymen. 

February  2nd. — Our  people  unloaded  the  boats,  and  dragged 
them  up  the  rocks  to  the  top  of  the  Fall.  Meanwhile,  we  enter- 
ed into  discourse  with  a heathen  family,  who  came  attracted  by 
curiosity,  and  proclaimed  to  them  the  love  of  God  in  Christ,  our 
crucified  Saviour.  But  they  listened  to  our  invitations  with  great 
indifference.  Commonly,  these  people,  when  spoken  to  on  Divine 
things,  break  out  in-  loud  laughter.  If  you  reprove  them,  and  tell 
them,  far  from  being  a laughing  matter,  it  most  nearly  concerns 
their  present  and  their  future  happiness,  they  usually  plead  that 
they  cannot  help  rejoicing  at  such  glad  news.  They  manifest, 
however,  a sincerer  joy,  if  they  succeed  in  begging  from  you  a 
piece  of  tobacco.  When  our  people  had  finished  re-lading,  we 
held  our  morning  meeting  with  them,  to  which  we  also  invited; 
our  heathen  visitors,  expounding  to  them  the  text,  ‘ Of  his  fulness 
have  all  we  received , and  grace  for  grace.' — (John  1,-16.).  Job 
confirmed,  my  testimony  to  the  Saviour’s  love  in  dying  for  us,  and 
the  happiness  of  the  children  of  God.  No  sensible  impression, 
however,  appeared  to  be  made  on  their  minds.  We  had  not  gone 
far,  before  we  reached  the  still  higher  Falls  of  Sissbo , where  eve- 
ry thing  had  again  to  be  unloaded,  and  the  boats  carried  300  pa- 
ces over  large  rocks,  which  were  now  perfectly  dry.  This  oper- 
ation took  up  a full  hour.  It  was  now  unusually  low,  owing  to< 
the  long  drought ; this  circumstance,  however,  gave  us  the  oppor  - 


Br.  W.  TreiTs  visit  to  the  Bush  Negroes. 


tunity,  not  often  enjoyed,  of  seeing  many  smaller  falls,  which  are 
scarcely  visible  at  ordinary  seasons,  and  likewise  the  rocky  bed 
of  the  river.  On  halting  for  the  night,  we  again  sat  down  to  sup- 
per under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  and  the  patriarchal  figure  of  Job, 
was,  as  usual,  conspicuous  among  the  circle  of  our  ten  black  row- 
ers, most  of  whome  are  his  nephews,  and  all,  with  one  exception, 
under  the  influence  >of  Divine  graces  On  retiring  to  rest,  I was 
long  unable  to  compose  myself  to  sleep,  and  turning  in  my  ham- 
mock, the  rope  gave  way  and  let  me  down  with  it  to  the  ground. 
But,  as  our  Lantern  wa.  extinguished,  and  my  black  brethren 
were  sleeping  soundly  after  their  day’s  toil,  I lay  still  where  I was, 
though  not  without  some  fear  of  the  ants,  which  everywhere  a- 
nound.  Next  morning,  Job  begged  me  never  to  do  so  again,  as 
there  were  numerous  scorpions  and  tarantulas  in  the  woods. 

“ On  the  4th,  we  again  passed  several  small  waterfalls.  In  the 
-evening,  we  reached  the  landing-place  at  Bambey , where  we 
welcomed  by  the  discharge  of  muskets  ; and  what  pleased  us  much 
better,  by  the  singing  of  the  children.  John  Arabi  and  Nathana- 
el, Job’s  brothers,  and  a large  proportion  of  our  baptized  people, 
gave  us  a cordial  greeting,  and  escorted  us  up  the  hill  to  Bambey, 
where  we  found  our  dear  Sr.  Schmidt  weakened  by  an  attack  of 
lever,  yet  glad  and  thankful  for  our  safe  arrival.  Here  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Bambey,  big  and  little,  soon  pressed  round  us,  to  see 
and  welcome  us.  After  looking  through  the  church,  we  bent  our 
steps  to  the  burial-ground,  where  we  sang  a verse  over  the  grave 
'of  our  beloved  Rasmus  Sehmidt.  At  the  evening  meeting  for  the 
congregation,  we  offered  up  our  thanksgivings  to  the  Lord  for  His 
gracious  preservation  during  our  journey,  and  commended  our- 
selves, and  this  little  flock,  with  the  whole  surrounding  district,  to 
His  blessing. 

“ February  5th. — I held  the  morning  meeting,  which,  since  Br. 
Schmidt’s  departure,  has  been  cared  for  by  Job  and  John  Arabi. 
The  morning  was  spent  in  visiting  our  brethren  and  sisters  ; in 
the  afternoon,  we  made  a short  excursion  of  two  miles  down  the 
river,  to  New  Bambey,  abandoned  since  1813,  where  John  Ara- 
bi, who  was  born  and  baptized  there,  pointed  out  the  site  of  the 
church,  mission-Jiouse,  &c.  Farther  in  the  thicket,  we  came  to 
the  burial-ground  where  lie  the  Brn.  Traband  and  Lange,  and  Srs. 
Lange,  Rand,  and  Horn.  Since  the  first  commencement  of  the 
Mission  among  the  Bush  Negroes  in  the  year  1766,  nine  brethren 
and  five  sisters  have  been  called  home  to  the  Lord,  at  the  five  sta- 
tions at  which  they  hava  laboured;  viz.,  Br.  Jones,  on  the  Sinthea 
Creek,  farther  up,  in  1766  ; Old  Bambey,  a little  above  the  pre- 
sent station  Br.  and  Sr.  Stoll,  in  1774  and  1777 ; Br.  and  Sr. 
Hans,  within  one  week  of  each  other,  in  1768 ; and  Br.  Moser, 
in  1779  ; at  New  Bambey,  the  five  above  mentioned  Missionaries, 
and  in  our  present  station,  Br.  Rasmus  Schmidt. 

44  My  mind  was  busied  with  lively  recollections  of  those  long 
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by-gone  times,  "when  our  predecessors  there  sowed  the  seed  ire 
tears,  and  with  little  apparent  fruit,  in  hope  of  brighter  days  to- 
come  ; and  on  my  return,  I employed  the  evening  meeting  in  giv- 
ing a brief  survey  of  the  history  of  this  Mission,  admonishing  tht 
congregation,  to  be  faithful  in  improving  the  means  of  grace  anew 
afforded  them,  and  in  embracing  the  salvation  so  dearly  purchased 
also  for  them. 

“ In  the  forenoon  of  the  9th,  we  visited  the  adjoining  village  of 
Jenjen , and  in  Christ’s  stead,  invited  the  heathen  to  be  reconciled 
to  God,  through  faith  in  the  blood  of  atonement,  and  to  attend  to- 
the  word  of  Jesu’s  death  and  and  sufferings,  preached  at  Bambey. 
Many  promised  to  come  to  church  next  Sunday,  others  maintain- 
ed that  God  did  not  want  them  yet,  but  as  soon  as  He  made  their 
hearts  ready,  they  would  come.  A captain  from  another  village, 
who  came  expressly  to  salute  us,  asked  me  what  I thought  of  the 
great  drought,  and  whether  we  should  soon  have  rain.  I replied, 
that  the  great  God,  who  has  created  and  governs  all  things,  and 
who  became  a man  for  our  salvation,  and  has  redeemed  us  by  His 
blood,  had  nothing  but  merciful  designs  in  this  visitation,  and 
sought  to  draw  us  nearer  to  Himself ; when  His  good  time  arriv- 
ed, He  would  hear  our  prayers,  and  send  us  rain.  But  as  I could 
not  tell  him  the  exact  day  when  this  would  happen,  and  gave  him 
no  presents,  he  went  away  dissatisfied.  Oh.  that  the  breath  of 
the  Lord  might  soon  make  these  dry  bones  live  ! Before  almost 
every  hcruse,  we  saw  an  image  of  a man,  a kayman,  or  some  mon- 
ster, whom  they  revere  as  their  tutelary  god*  The  children,  too. 
are  bedaubed  in  a frightful  manner  with  holy  earth  to  preserve 
them  from  harm.  On  being  remonstrated  with  for  their  folly  in 
these  blind  superstitions,  they  are  silent  and  abashed,  like  children 
eought  in  mischief. 

••  On  Sunday  the  8th,  I sent  down  a Jenjen to  invite  once 
more  the  captain  and  his  people  to  come  to  hear  the  gospel  of 
peace.  But  neither  he  nor  the  elders  of  the  village  made  their 
appearance,  some  young  fellows,  whose  caps  were  grotesquely 
decked  with  peacock’s  feathers,  peeped  in  at  the  front  door  ; but, 
on  being  obliged  to  come  in,  and  take  off  their  caps,  they  soon 
withdrew.  A few  only  attended  the  whole  of  the  service.  After 
presenting  Br  Meissner  to  them  as  their  future  teacher,  and,  with 
reference  to  Br.  Schmidt’s  last  sermon  on  the  Good  Shepherd,  dis- 
coursing from  John  xxi  15 — 17,  I addressed,  at  the  close,  a pres- 
sing exhortation  to  the  Heathen  present.  In  the  afternoon,  was  a 
lovefeast  for  the  congregation  at  which  the  children  repeated  te&is 
and  verses.  In  the  evening  meeting,  Br.  Meissner  was  united  in 
holy  matrimony  with  Sr.  Schmidt.  This  was  the  first  solemnity 
of  the  kind  at  Bambey,  and  it  made  an  evident  impression  on  the 
congregation.  The  ideas  of  even  our  baptized  negroes  on  tin  - 
sanctification  of  the  marriage-state,  are,  in  general,  very  defective 

M On.  the  9th,  I had  many  visits  from  curious  strangers,  frcm-i 
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the  remotest  villages,  who  came  to  welcome  us,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  beg.  Most  of  them  were  bold,  importunate,  childish,  and 
at  the  same  time,  very  covetous.  To-day  the  thirsty  earth  was 
refreshed  by  a copious  rain,  which?  the  negroes  regarded,  as  an  an- 
swer to  our  prayers  offered  up.  yesterday. 

“ On  the  10th  I visited  several  of  the  upper  villages  with  Br. 
Meissner.  John  Arabi,  the  chief,  and  three  others  of  our  baptiz- 
ed people,  were  our  rowers.  On  our  way,  we  had  much  inter- 
esting conversation  with  them,  particularly  with  the  chief,  who  is 
by  no  means  inferior  to  his  brother  Job  in  intelligence,  modesty, 
and  spiritual  experience.  He  spoke  of  New-Bambey,  his  birth- 
place, and  of  the  absurd  and  shameful  idolatry  which  prevails  in 
this  land,  and  into  which  he,  with  the  rest  of  the  baptized,  relaps- 
ed after  the  removal  of  Brother  and  Sister  Maehr.  On  reaching 
Redidoti , after  a voyage  of  three  hours,  I held  a discourse  on  the 
parable  of  the  Great  Supper,  to  the  few  who  were  not  busy  in  field- 
labour.  No  particular  attention,  however,  wras  paid  by  the  hear- 
ers, some  twenty  in  number.  Some  made  remarks  and  objections, 
others  were  talking  and  laughing  with  each,  other  ; the  women 
were  spinning  cotton,  or  freeing  each  other  from  vermin.  Swarms 
of  ants,  too,  compelled  us,  as  well  as  our  naked  hearers,  to  change 
our  places  several  times  during  the  meeting.  There  is  much  to 
be  done  by  the  Lord  and  Has  Spirit  in  this  people,  before  our  fee- 
ble testimony  of  His  dying  love  can- penetrate  their  flinty  hearts. 

“ On  passing  through  the  village',  the-  same  miserably  carved 
and  painted  idols  met  our  eyes  in-  front  of  every  houses  as  at  Jen- 
jen,  and,  indeed,  in  every  Bush-Negro,  village.  Before  the  house 
of  the  chief  which  is  not  otherwise  distinguished  from  the  rest, 
there  is  generally  a high  pole  with  a small  white  flag,  which  is 
the  symbol  of  the  new  god  introduced  some  years  ago  by  the  a~ 
bove  mentioned,  imposter,  Tiopo,  and  called  by  him  * A geersi 
Gado ,’  (like  the  great  God.)  If  the  house-door  has  no  lock,  they 
hang  a bottle  of  holy  water  or  a white  flag,  or  the  like,  in  front  of 
it,  when  they  go  out ; and  so  great  is  the  awe  which  they  have 
for  this  Kordoo , as  they  call  it,  that  no  one  dares  to  commit  a 
theft  in  the  neighbourhood.  Has  any  one  already  stolen  an  arti- 
cle* on  discovering  the  amulet,  he  will  at  once  throw  down  his 
booty.  These  Kardoes  are  met  with  all  along  the  shore  up  from 
the  Sara  Creek,  evem  when  the  only  property  to  be  protected  is 
a bundle  of  cassava  plants. 

“At  Sley,  we  found  the  Captain  Basi  not  at  home.  He  has 
hitherto  done  all  in  his  power  to  deter  his  people  from  coming  to 
hear  the  Gospel  at  Bambey,  though  he  has  not  in  all  cases  succeed- 
ed. His  deputy,  who  had;just  crept  out  of  his  hammock,  seemed 
disposed,  at  first,  to  prevent  our  addressing  the  inhabitants ; but, 
after  some  remonstrance  on  our  part,  he  changed  his  tone,  and 
came  himself  to  hear.  A set  discourse,  with  singing  and  prayer,, 
would,  heve.  been  out  of  place ; I therefore  spoke  with  them  in  a 
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familiar  manner  about  our  Saviour’s  death  and  merits.  An  old 
negro,  named  Paviani,  then  get  up,  and,  addressing  himself  to  the 
deputy,  said,  with  no  small  self-complacency,  ‘I  will  tell  you  how 
this  hangs  together;  when  God  made  man,  He  made  the  negroes 
first;  but  they  did  not  pHease  Him,  and  He,  therefore,  afterward 
made  the  white  people,  who  were  His  favourites.  Now  it  fell  out 
on  a time,  when  whites  and  blacks  were  assembled  before  God, 
4hat  the  latter  made  game  of  Him,  and  behaved  irreverently  in  His 
presence.  Since  that  time  God  hid  himself  from  men;  to  the 
whites  He  gave  letters,  (His  word)  ; but  to  the  blacks  He  gave 
obies  (visible  deities).”  Gn  my  asking  him,  who  had  told  him 
all  this,  he  said,  ‘ He  had  heard  it  from  his  father.’  John  Arabi, 
however  maintained  that  Tiopo  had  heard  something  of  Noah’s 
history,  and  had  made  this  story  out  of  it.  When  1 had  finished 
speaking,  some  women  promised  to  come  to  church  to  Bambey, 
us  soon  as  God  inclined  their  hearts. 

“ On  our  return,  we  landed  at  the  l3vffa  Fall,  to  visit  Old 
Bambey,  a league  from  the  present  station,  where  our  Brethren 
laboured  from  1774  to  1785.  We  thought  with  sorrowful  emo- 
tions of  the  sufferings  which  they  here  endured,  especially  how 
the  younger  Schumann,  after  the  death  of  all  his  fellow-labourers, 
lay  ill  of  fever  in  his  hammock,  and  was  awoke  from  his  slumbers 
hv  a swarm  of  ants,  from  whose  stings  he  was  too  weak  to  defend 
himself.  We  were  unable,  on  the  most  careful  search,  to  discov- 
er any  trace  of  the  old  burial-ground.  A raised  platform,  near 
which  lay  a broken  pot,  shewed  that  a house  had  once  stood  there. 
The  number  of  coffee-trees  which  have  propagated  themselvbs  in 
these  woods  also  bears  evidence  of  European  habitation. 

44  At  Levant , the  third  village  that  we  visited,  and  the  next  to 
Jenjen,  we  found  a good-natured  people,  who  listened  patiently  to 
our  exhortations,  and  promised  sometimes  to  come  to  church. — 
In  the  evening  we  returned  to  Bambey,  I would  gladly  have  vis- 
ited the  other  villages  higher  up  the  river ; but,  as  this  would  have 
takeR  four  or  five  days,  and  I wished  to  hold  a speaking  with  the 
Bambey  congregation  previous  to  the  Holy  Communion,  I gave 
up  the  idea. 

“ February  11  th  and  1 2th. — I conversed  with  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Bambey,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  perceive,  that  the  work  ©f  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  many  hearts  has  not  been  fruitless.  Though  tra- 
ces of  their  former  heathen  habits  af  thinking  and  acting  still  remain, 
the  difference  between  them  and  their  unbelieving  countrymen,  is 
like  that  between  day  and  night.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  majority 
at  least,  to  become  living  members  of  Christ,  and  they  beg  us  not 
to  be  weary  of  reminding  them,  and  directing  their  attention  to 
things  which,  from  old  custom,  they  may  not  yet  have  recogniz- 
ed as  sinful,  and  suggesting  any  improvements  which  may  be  fteed- 
f ul. 

44  On  visiting,  in  Jenjen,  after  sunset,  and  entering  into  conver- 
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saffion  with  some  of  the  inhabitants,  they  referred,  of  their  own  ac- 

• cord,  to  their  dispute  with  our  Bambey  people  in  the  year  1842. 
when  they  w ere  deterred  from  coming  to  blow's  by  a light  between 
two  snakes,  of  which  the  smaller  killed  the  greater.  On  their  in- 
quiring whether  wre  had  found  acceptance  with  our  history  of  Jesus 
in  the  three  villages  which  we  had  lately  visited,  I told  them,  it  was 
our  fervent  desire  and  that  the  wdiole  Bush  country  would  soon  be 
full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  and  that  all  who  now  surround- 
fed  me  would  be  a reward  for  the  travail  of  His  soul.  After  some 

thought,  Quassi,  who  had  beeu  the  most  violent  opponent  of  our 
'people  on  the  occasion  above  mentioned,  said,  ‘ Do  not  leave  us  ; 
w’e,  too,  shall  come  in  time/5  The  captains,  are  in  addition  to 
other  vices,  almost  universally  addicted  to  excessive  drunkenness, 

• John  Arabi  himself  was  formerly  not  free  from  this  sin,  but  since 
the  Lord  commenced  His  work  anew  in  his  heart,  he  has  entirely 
given  up  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  He  and  his  wife,  and 
another  married  pair,  besides  Job,  are  the  national  assistants.  I 
had  a long  and  confidential  conversation  with  them  on  the  evening 
of  the  13th,  after  w hich,  in  our  Mission-conference,  three  persons 
•.were  admitted. as  candidates  for  baptism,  and  four  for  the  Lord’s 
Supper;  one  i was  appointed  for  baptism,  and  one  for  confirma- 
tion. 

“ On  the'Hfh,  we  partook  of  the  Holy  Communion,  with  14 
of  our  communicants.  The  negro  congregation  here  consisted  of 
40  baptized  adults,  21  of  whom  are  communicants,  29. children, 
23  new  people,  and  9 excluded  ; in  all  107. 

“A  dismal,  monotonous  drumming  at  Jenjen  disturbed  us  the 
whole  nightlong.  On  inquiring  about  it  next  morning,  I found  that 
it  wras,  as  I anticipated,  connected  with  their  idolatrus  habits.  If 
any  one  has  aught  to  ask  of  his  god,  it  is  generally  done  in  the 
night,  wdicn  it  is  supposed  their  deities  are  more  disposed  to  lis- 
ten. Even  in  heathen  lands  the  works  of  darkness  shun  the  light. 
If  the  Winti , or  the  spirit  of  their  god,  does  not  appear  oil  the 
sound  of  the  drum,  they  begin  at  last  to  cry  out  pitifully,  to  move 
him  to  compassion.  A visible  appearance  of  the  spirit  is  not  usu- 
ally looked  for,  assisted  as  their  excited  imaginations  .are  by  the 
use  of  brandy  ; but  any  trifling  occurrence  is  construed  as  an  an- 
swer, affirmative  or  negative,  and  implicitely  obeyed,  even  in  the 
most  important  matters.  Is  any  one  .about  to  go  to  town  to  sell 
his  produce,  he  asks  his  god  whether  he  approves  of  it? — wheth- 
er he  will  have  a good  market  ? and  the  like.  If  the  answer  is  in 
the  negative,  the  journey  is  put  off,  and  the  question  repeated  al- 
ter a time.  Hence,  they  will  never  declare  their  intentions  regard; 
ingany  project,  till  they  have  received  the  consent  of  their  god. 

“ Before  the  preaching  on  Sunday  the  15/A  I hastened  down  to 
,Jenjen,  and  went  round  the  village,  in  order  once  more  to  invite 
the  heathen  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  Some  women  told  me 
without  hesitation,  they  would  not  come;  others  promised  to 
u 
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come,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  me,  but  never  made  their  appearance : : 
others,  again,  suffered  themselves  to  be  persuaded,  and  listened 
with  attention  to  Br.  Meissner’s  opening  sermon-  on  the  parable  of 
the  sower,  and  called  on  us  afterwards  in  the  house.  In  the  even- 
ing meeting,  the  children  sung  the  Hosannah  in  a manner  which 
surprised  and  delighted  me. 

“On  the  \6th,  the  school,  which  had  been  interrupted  by  Sr. 
Schmidt’s  illness,  was  re-opened  with  singing  and  prayer,  21  chil-  . 
dren  being  present.  In  the  evening,  was  a meeting  for  all  the  a- 
dult  members,  in  which  we  gave  them  our  advice  on  a variety  of 
subjects  connected  with  a Christian  walk  and  conversation,  suck  , 
as  the  proper  training  of  their  children,  the  duties  of  husbands  and 
wives,  &c.  Several  of  them  made  very  candid  acknowledgements 
of  their  past  failings  in  this  respect,  and,  upon  the  whole,  a cheer- 
ing impression  of  their  sincerity  was  made  upon  our  minds,  so 
that,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  which  had  lasted  upwards  of  two 
hours,  we  thanked  the  Lord  with  bowed  hearts  for  His  gracious 
presence  with  us. 

“ On  the  17th,  I had  much  to  suffer  from  severe  headache  and 
sore  throat.  On  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  I held  a fare- 
well discourse.  Br.  Meissner  had  a severe  attack  of  fever,  which 
left  him  still  very  weak  on  the  morning  of  February  19th  ; yet  he 
accompanied  me,  along  with  his  dear  wife,  to  the  landing-place. 
Here  the  whole  congregation  had  assembled,  and  they  expressed 
their  good  wishes  for  me  by  singing  several  verses.  1 took  an  ef- 
fecting farewell  of  them  and  their  teachers,  who  had  sat  down  ex- 
hausted  on  the  trunk  of  a tree.  They  requested  me  to  commend 
them  very  particularly  to  the  prayers  and  intercessions  of  all  their 
Brethren  and  Sisters  and  friends  in  both  hemispheres,  and  to  sa- 
lute them  in  their  name. 

“ Job  and  several  others  of  our  black  brethren  accompanied  us 
some  distance  down  the  river.  As  we  passed  New  Bambey  they 
pointed  out  the  former  landing-place,  and  the  tree  under  whose 
shade  our  Brethren  hat  sat  watching  the.  arrival  of  new  colleagues 
from  Paramaribo.  The  voices  they  lifted  up  in  prayer,  and  in 
hvmns,  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  have  long  died  away,  and  their 
bones  rest  in  the  forest ; but  the  seed  they  sowed  in  tears,  is  be- 
ginning to  spring  up  and  flourish,  and  promises  a blessed  harvest 
of  souls,  which  the  Lord  will  bind  up  in  the  bundle  of  life.  We 
could  not  but  look  upon  it  as  a token  for  good,  that,  yesterday 
evening,  four  heathens  from  Jenjen  called  to  take  leave  of  us,  and 
to  assure  us  of  their  regard. 

“ Owing  to  the  rains  of  the  last  week,  the  river  was  now  three 
feet  higher  than  it  was  a fortnight  ago.  We  pitched  our  quarters, 
the  first  night,  above  the  Comera  Falls.  On  the  20th  our  rowers 
shot  eight  fishes  and  a large  ape,  which  was  cut  up  for  supper  the 
same  evening.  Its  face  had  a hidious  look  by  the  light  of  the  fire. 
The  musquitoes  tormentqd  me  no  little  in  the  night.  We  encamp- 
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ed  next  evening  at  the  head  of  the  Papantri  Falls,  but  I slept  in 
he  boa;  to  avoid  the  musquitoes.  On  Sunday,  the22ftd,  we  held 
our  meeting  between  the  Falls  of  Migotiri.  Here  I had  four  chi- 
goes dug  out  of  my  flesh.  It  is  an  insect  resembling  a flea,  but 
so  small  as  to  be  almost  invisible  to  the  naked  eye.  It  burrows 
under  the  skin,  and  produces  a terrible  itching.  Next  day,  I had 
seven  more  extracted.  At  Dotikriki  we  went  on  shore,  to  visit 
the  son  and  the  former  wife  of  John  Arabi.  She  acknowledges 
that  the  wicked  one  has  her  in  his  power,  but  she  is  contented 
with  his  service.  A little  further  down,  I called  on  the  conjuror 
Tiopo,  with  whom  I had  a long  conversation.  He  endeavoured 
to  excuse  the  introduction  of  his  new  faith*  called  Tiki  baibi,  or 
the  Pole  faith,  from  the  high  pole  and  flag,  which  is  its  emblem, 
by  saying,  ‘ that  the  great  God  had  revealed  it  to  him  in  a dream.’ 

I replied,  ‘ that  such  revelations  were  not  from  God,  but  from  the 
devil,’  to  which  he  could  say  nothing  but  that  he  must  obey  him 
too,  if  he  gave  him  so  decided  a command.  I told  him  the  evil 
spirit  would  lose  his  power  over  him,  as  soon  as  he  believed  in 
Jesus.  Tiopo  said  it  was  not  well  for  my  one  to  embrace  the 
Christian  faith,  while  he  retained  any  of  his  old  habits,  in  which 
I agreed  with  him,  and  confirmed  it  by  our  Saviour’s  own  decla- 
rations; but  I warned  him,  at  the  same  time,  not  to  resist  the 
voice  of  God’s  Spirit  in  his  heart,  nor  wait  till  it  was  too  late. 
He  and  his  followers  had  smeared  their  bodies  and  faces  in  a fright- 
ful manner  with  red  earth,  in  order  to  preserve  themselves  from 
evil.  They  are  a lazy  raee  ; during  the  best  hours  for  labour, 
these  people  sat  idle  in  the  house  ; and  a young  healthy  woman 
was  lying  in  her  hammock,  while  her  husband  was  lounging  at 
the  door. 

“In  the  afternoon  we  landed  at  Penasi,  and  again  at  Redidoti, 
where  I saw  an  idol  temple,  with  a white  altar,  and  by  it  the 
priest’s  chair,  (bur  water-vessels,  several  idols  mid  snakes  of  earth, 
and  many  other  sacred  utensils.  At  both  places  I invited  the  in  - 
habitants  to  a meeting  which  I held  that  evening  at  Kriki. 

“ On  the  24th,  several  persons  again  visited  hs  from  the  Aukamsa 
villages,  where  he  had  called  yesterday.  On  my  return,  T also  v* 
visited  at  Pisan  and  Mongogron.  At  the  latter  place,  they  were 
very  attentive  while  I spoke  to  them  of  the  salvation  to  be  found  i 
in  Christ,  and  they  told  me  how  dear  Tiopo  made  people  pay  for 
his  sorceries.  It  .would  be  worth  while  to  call  at  this  place  ancW 
hold  a meeting  on  every  future  expedition  up  the  river.  To-day, 

I felt  very  unwell.  In  the  afternoon  I reached  Victoria,  where 
I held  meetings  that  evening  and  next  morning. 

“ February  2Sih. — I arrived  safe  at  Paramaribo,  thankful'  to 
the  Lord  for  His  merciful  protection.  May  He  bless  the  feeble 
testimony  which  has  been  given  of  Him  on  this  journey.’* 
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MOSQUITO  SHORE. 

A short  time  ago  we  were  rejoiced  by  the  arrival  at  this  place 
of  Br.  Amadeus  Reinke,  he  having  recently  returned  from  Jamai- 
ca. where  he  has  for  a number  of  years  past  been  zealously  and 
very  successfully  engaged  in  the  Missionary  work  of  our  Church. 
As  is  well  known  to  many  of  our  readers,  he  has,  in  company  of 
Br.  Pfeiffer  of  Jamaica,  but  just  returned  from  an  exploratory 
voyage  to  the  Mosquito  Shore  in  Central  America,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  in  how  far  the  circumstances  of  that  country 
and  of  the  people  might  be  favourable  to  the  establishment, of  a 
Mission. 

We  were  so  greatly  delighted  and  interested  by  the  narration  of 
the  journey  and  adventures  of  these  Brethren,  that  we  earnestly 
solicited  Br.  A.  Reinke  to  prepare  an  account  of  this  expedition 
for  the  pages  of  our  periodical,  believing  that  it  would  interest  a 
great  portion  of  our  subscribers  no  less  than  it  did  us.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  the  printing  of  the  Intelligencer  had  already  pro- 
gressed so  far,  that  it  was  impossible  to  prepare  the  narrative  in 
time.  We  shall  therefore  do  ourselves  the  pleasure  to  lay  it  , be- 
fore our  readers; in  the  next  number.  We  have,  however,  thought 
it  would  not  be:&miss  to  publish  the  subjoined  Sketch  and  Remarks 
upon  the  country  of  Mosquitia,  which  Br.  Reinke  had  prepared 
as  an  introduction  to  his  narrative,  and  which  he  has  kindly  hand- 
ed us  for  publication. 

The  Mosquito  Shore  being  a. country  of  which,  in  general,  but 
little  is  known,  and  it  not  beirig  altogether  improbable,  that  Mis- 
sionary establishments  may  soon  Ibe  commenced  there  by  our 
Church,  we  hope  our  friends  will  be 'interested  by  a perusal  of  the 
subjoined  Sketch,  which  has  has  been -prepared  with  great  care 
and  precision  by  Br.  Reinke. 

Sketch  of  the  Country  of  Mosquitia  commonly  called  J\ Tosquito 

Shore. 

The  brethren  of  the  Mission  Department  of  the  Elder’s  Confer- 
ence of  the  United  Brethren  have  for  some  years  past  had  in  con- 
templation the  establishment  of  a new  Mission  on  some  portion  of 
the  globe  hitherto  unevangelized.  Their  attention  has  been  alter- 
nately directed  to  Australia,  and  Van  Dieman’s  Land  in  particular, 
of  which  Jos.  La  Trobe,  Esqr.  is  the  present  governor  ; — to  the 
IVcst  coast  of  Africa,  more  especially  to  the  coast  of  Guinea,  where, 
#>n  thtrDanish  Gold  Coast  a colony  of  negro  brethren  from  Jamaica 
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Has  already  been  planted  under  the  superintendence  of  Missiona- 
ries of  the  Basle  Missionary  Society  ; and  to  the  Mosquito  Shore , 
a portion  of  Central  America  but  little  known,  and  where  the  few 
attempts  ever  made  to  introduce  the  Gospel  have  failed  for  want 
of  proper  support  from  home,  or  through  mismanagement. 

The  spirit  of  emigration  so  rife  in  Germany,  which  has  been 
pouring  a tide  of  immegrants.into  the  Western  States  and  latterly 
towards  Texas,  led  to  the  formation  of  various  colonization  schemes 
for  Central  America.  The  Mosquito  Shore  was  brought  before 
the  notice  of  the  German  public  by  the  representations  of  certain 
speculators,  who  laid  claim  to  large  tracts  of  land  in  that  territory, 
made  over  to  them  as  they  gave  out,  by  the  King,  in  lieu  of  servi- 
ces rendered  him.  They  offered  their  land  at  a reasonable  price 
to  purchasers.  Soon  after  it  appeared  that  they  held  their  grants 
on  very  uncertain  tenure,  and  the  total  invalidity  of  their  claims 
was  fortunately  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  emigrants  from  los- 
ing their  property  at  the  outset.  Many  emigrants  however,  still 
directed  their  thoughts  thitherward.  Several  German  princes  feel- 
ing personally  interested  in  the  matter,  and  actuated  by  philan- 
thropic motives,  determined  to  procure  more  definite  information 
for  the  good  of  their  subjects.  A commission  of  gentlemen.  Messrs. 
Fellechner,  Mueller  and  Hesse,  was  despatched  to  report  upon 
the  state  oj  the  country.  They  sailed  to  Jamaica  in  May,  1844, 
and  having  chartered  a small  schooner,  and  taken  in  stores,  left  for 
Cape  Gracious  a Dios  on  the  Mosquito  coast,  which  they  reached 
in  safety.  Leaving  instructions  with  the  master  of  the  vessel,  they 
proceeded  to  explore  the  country,  travelling  in  canoes  up  the  large 
rivers,  or  on  foot  from  river  to  river.  After  spending  a month  or 
more  among  the  Indians,  they  received  the  disheartening  intelli- 
gence that  their  vessel  had  stranded  and  was  now  a wreck  ; the 
captain  having  disobeyed  his  instructions  with  a view  of  joining 
them  at  another  place.  Having  few  or  no  means  of  subsistence, 
they  were  obliged  to  return  to  the  coast,  "where  they  found  some  In- 
dians, on  whom  they  prevailed  to  undertake  a voyage  in  their 
canoe  along  shore  to  Belize,  there  to  deliver  a letter  in  which  they 
represented  their  case,  and  asked  the  assistance  of  the  British 
Superintendent.  A small  vessel  was  immediately  despatched  to 
their  relief,  and  conveyed  them  to  Belize,  where  they  embarked 
for  New  York,  and  thence  to  Germany.  Their  report  is  an  inter- 
esting one,  and  in  the  main,  correct;  there  are  howrever,  many  in- 
accuracies. Unfortunately  for  the  object  they  had  wished  to  for- 
ward, every  thing  is  represented  in  bright  colours,  and,  beyond 
a statement  of  the  difficulties  they  themselves  had  to  encounter 
through  the  negligence  of  their  captain,  very  few,  if  any,  of  the 
disadvantages  under  which  emigrants  would  have  to  labour  are 
pointed  out. 

The  favourable  remarks  of  these  gentlemen,  added  to  the  flam- 
ing reports  of  the  many  facilities,  the  country  afforded,  evoked  an 
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expedition  which  had  signally  failed, — having  no  definite  destina- 
tion,— had  not  the  immigrants  by  the  merciful  providence  of  the 
Lord  found  their  way  to  Bluefields,  where  the  British  Agent  warm- 
ly interested  himself  in  their  behalf,  and  though  at  the  time  rather 
poorly  circumstanced  himself  as  to  stores,  liberally  distributed  pro- 
visions among  them  ; thus,  in  a manner  snatching  many  of  them 
from  the  jaws  of  death.  Their  supplies  from  the  mother-country 
had  been  nearly  exhausted  on  the  voyage  which  lasted  almost  a 
year,  so  that  they  were  in  a state  of  famine,  and  for  three  days  be- 
fore landing  had  had  no  water  to  drink.  Many  died  of  a fever, 
the  seeds  of  which  had  been  sown  by  unnatural  diet  and  close  con- 
Nfinement  onboard  the  ship,  and  been  matured  by  the  eagerness  with 
which  they  sought  after  the  unripe  guavas  and  other  fruits  which 
abound  on  the  cast,  and  by  the  recklessness  with  which  they  expos- 
ed themselves  to  the  heat  and  wet. 

Amongst  those  in  particular,  who  feel  warmly  interested  in  the 
cause  of  colonization  to  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  is  Prince  ScluEn- 
berg  Waldenberg,  a good  friend  of  the  Brethren’s  Church,  and  a 
promoter  of  its  missions.  He  felt  desirous  of  planting  a colony 
upon  a different  footing  from  previous  ones,  and  applied  by  letter 
to  the  Brethren  in  Berthelsdorf  for  a Missionary  or  Missionaries 
to  accompany  a select  band  of  Prussians  whom  he  purposed  send- 
ing to  the  Mosquito  Shore  at  his  own  expense.  These  Brethren 
were  to  act  as  pastors  of  the  flock,  but  at  liberty  to  exercise  a Mis- 
sionary calling  amongst  the  Indians  in  as  far  as  would  be  compati- 
ble with  primary  duties.  Their  future  support  would  devolve 
upon  their  charge,  or  upon  the  Mission  fund.  The  proposals 
could  not  be  accepted,  however. 

A short  time  previously  to  the  departure  of  the  Brethren  Her- 
man and  Mallalieu  to  the  West  Indies,  the  Prince  renewed  his  ap- 
plication at  U.  Elder’s  Conference;  not  for  Missionary  brethren  as 
pastors  to  a colony  of  emigrants,  but  generously  offering  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  establishment  of  a Mission  among  the  Indians  of 
the  Mosquito  nation.  He  requested  that  brethren  might  be  sent  to 
the  country  in  advance,  also  at  his  expense,  in  order  to  obtain 
more  particular  information  of  the  eastern  coast,  and  of  the  land 
adjacent  to  Bluefields,  and  to  ascertain  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power, 
whether  a door  of  Missionary  usefulness  stood  open  in  that  land. 
The  subject  of  emigration  was  also  |to  be  kept  in  view,  but  as  a 
secondary  consideration. 

On  their  arrival  in  Jamaica  the  visitators  requested  Br.  H.  G. 
Pfeiffer  to  undertake  the  voyage  to  Mosquitia,  and  appointed  Br. 
A.?A.^  Reinke  to  accompany  him. 

The  remarks  which  follow,  furnish  some  general  statistical  de- 
tails of  the  Mosquito  Shore. 

Kingdom,  of  Mosquitia  commonly  called  the  Mosquito  Shore. 
-Vame. — The  Mosquito  Shore.is  supposed  to  derive  its  name  from  a 
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cluster  of  small  Islands  or  keys  situated  near  its  coast  and  called 
the  “Mosquitos”  in  N.  lat.  14°  47',  and  W.  long.  82°  45',  at  the 
northern  edge  of  the  Mosquito  Bank.  The  country  has  latterly 
been  designated  by  the  name  of  Mosquitia,  a more  elegant  appella- 
tion certainly  than  that  of  Mosquito  Shore,  which  conveys  to  the 
stranger  ignorant  of  the  derivation,  the  idea  of  a country  infested 
with  mosquitos,  whereas  no  country  under  the  tropics  is  perhaps 
so  little  troubled  with  these  disagreeable  insects. 

The  whole  coast  from  St.  Juan  de  Nicaragua  to  Cape  Gracias 
a Dios  is  studded  with  numerous  small  keys  some  of  which  rise 
very  abruptly  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  at  a distance  resem- 
ble so  many  small  flies  or  insects  on  the  water.  This  is  epecially 
the  case  with  the  above  mentioned  cluster,  which  received  the 
name  of  “/os  Mosquitos ” from  the  Spaniards,  from  “mosca”  a fly , 
and  “ ito”  little. 

Discovery. — Mosquitia  was  first  discovered  by  Columbus,  in 
1498,  during  his  3rd  voyage,  after  having  visited  S.  America  and 
coasted  along  the  isthmus.  He  is  said  to  have  given  name  to  the 
Cape  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Kingdom,  Cape  Gracias  a 
Dios,  (thanks  to  God)  in  gratitude  for  again  obtaining  a sight  of 
land  after  enduring  severe  stress  of  weather- 

Boundaries,  Extent,  &c. — Mosquitia  is  bounded  N.  by  the 
Bay  of  Hunduras  and  the  Carribeean  Sea ; E.  by  the  Carribeean 
Sea;  S.  by  the  the  river  San  Juan.  The  Westboundary  has 
never  been  exactly  defined,  but  the  line  is  generally  understood  as 
commencing  a little  to  the  E.  of  Truxillo  in  Honduras,  and  run- 
ning first  southerly  along  or  near  the  SG0  W.  longitude  until  it 
meets  the  14th  parallel  N.  latitude,  when  it  takes  a S.  E.  course 
along  the  Cordilleras,  about  midway  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific oceans,  gradually  approaching  the  Atlantic  until  it  reaches  the 
river  San  Juan,  somewhere  about  83£°  W.  longitude.  The  W. 
boundary  will  probably  soon  be  determined,  as  the  British  gov- 
ernment on  behall  of  the  young  king,'  of  whom  it  is  guardian,  is 
about  to  enter  into  treaty  with  tne  Colilmbian  and  Central  Ameri- 
can governments,  which  lay  claim  to  portions  of  Slosquitia. 

The  tract  of  country,  thus  marked  out  might  be  designated 
Mosquitia  Proper,  as,  besides  the  acknowledged  territory  of  its 
king,  he  also  lays  claim  to  a large  extent  of  coast  south  of  the  riv- 
er'’St.  Juan,  bounded  N.  by  that  river,' E.  by  the  Carribeean  Sea, 
and  on  the  S.,  S.  W.  and  W.  by  the  independent  states  of  Vera- 
gua,  Costa  Rica,  and  Nicaragua  ; the  line  running  along  the  moun- 
tains of  the  river  St.  Juan,  and  terminating  at  a place  called  King 
Buppan,  (King’s  landing)  to  the  south  of  Chiriqui  lagoon  and  in- 
cluding the  small  island  of  Escuda  deWeragua  and  other  islands 
along  the  coast.  The  latter  claim  is  contested  by  the  Columbian 
government,  which  asserts  its  right  to  this  territory  and  in  fact  to 
• the  whole  kingdom,  from  the  earliest1  Spanish  times  ; and  by  the 
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states  of  Nicaragua,  Veragua,  and  Casta  Rica,  respectively,  for  the 
territory  immediately  adjacent  to  eaeh  province. 

The  claim  of  the  Mosquito  king  is  founded  on  the  deference 
paid  to  his  authority  in  former  times  by  the  various  Indian  tribes 
in  that  part  of  the  country  ; especially  by  the  most  warlike,  the 
Blancos  and  T erribees,  who  paid  an  annual  tribute  of  canoes,  tor- 
toise-shell,  silk  grass  for  ropes,  hammocks  &c. 

Mosquitia  contains  an  area  of  above  40,000  square  miles  ; its 
coast  is  considerably  over  400  miles  in  length.  Length  of  the 
country  from  south  to  north  about  340  miles  ; extreme  breadth 
235  miles.  The  disputed  territory  to  the  South  is  reckoned  to 
contain  an  area  of  6000  square  miles. 

Face  of  the  Country. — The  coast  from  Bluefields  to  Black  River 
is  very  low  and  bordered  by  a sandy  beach  ; upon  which  many 
parts  of  which  the  surf  breaks  violently,  as  it  does  more  especially 
on  the  bars  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers.  The  country  inland  has 
a very  gradual  ascent,  but  to  the  west  of  Black  River,  and  between 
Bluefields  and  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  a chain  of  monntains  rises 
to  the  height  of  from  11  to  1500  feet.  Towards  Honduras  and 
Guatimala  the  mountains  attain  an  elevation  of  7 — 8000  feet ; and 
all  the  ranges  along  theNvest.  boundary  of  the  country  are  portions 
of  the  Cordilleras  which  connect  the  Andes  and  Rocky  mountains. 
On  the  east  and  north-east  no  high  mountain  peaks  are  anywhere 
visible  from  the  coast.  The  land  about  the  large  rivers  is  very 
low  and  swampy,  and  marshy  grounds  abound  in  the  vicinity  of 
some  of  the  lagoons.  About  Pearl  Rey  Lagoon  and  Cape  Gracias 
a Dias  there  are  extensive  savannas  or  plains  interspersed  with 
pine,  ridges. 

Soil. — The  soil  is  excellent,  and  will  yield  all  the  productions 
of  the  tropics.  In  many  parts  it  is  a rich  clay,  covered  by  fine 
black  mould.  About  St.  Juan  and  Cape  Gracias  it  is  sandy. 

Vegetable  Productions; — Plantains  frequently  grow  wild  along 
the  rivers  and  thrive  almost  without  culture  anywhere.  Other 
fruits  are  bananas,  pine-apples,  guavas,  hog-plum,  limes,  bread 
fruit,,  mango  cashew,  mammee  suppota,  avocado  ptar,  <fcc.  Oth- 
er productions  are,  sugar-cane,  cotton,  cacao,  sarsaparilla,  vanil- 
la, castor-oil,  bean,  indigo,  tobacco,  rice,  cassava,  sweet-potatoes, 
indian-corn.  Garden  vegetables  of  temperate  climes  thrive  well. 
Among  the  more  common  forest  trees  may  be  noticed  the  Man- 
grove, (Three  species)  sapodilla,  palmetto,  cocoa-nut,  cabbage, 
and  a variety  of  other  palms,  mohogany,  cedar,  rosewood  (in 
small  quantities)  Brazil  and  logwood,  pine,  fustic,  man-wood,  cot- 
tonwood, eboe,  tassa,  caoutchouc  or  india-rubber,  mahoe,  moun- 
tain guava,  wild  fig,  locust,  pentapee,  cashaw. 

Minerals. — In  the  mountains  of  Costa  Rica  on  the  south,  and 
Honduras  to  the  north  west,  gold  and  silver  abound,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  these  metals  might  be  found  in  the  ranges  in  the 
western  part, of  the  country.  Traces  of  gold  have  been  found  .on 
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the  banks  of  the  Eurns-was,  a branch  of  the  Bluefield’s  river  ; in 
other  parts  a small  quantity  of  copper  and  lead  has  been  obtained . 
Sandstone  is  the  common  stone  of  the  country.  On  some  parts 
of  the  coast  the  porous  rock  is  met  with,  which  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  drips  and  filters.  On  the  banks  of  Blufield’s  river 
common  jasper  is  plentiful — agates  are  also  found.  No  traces  of 
limestone  have  been  met  with  by  those  familiar  with  the  country. 

Animals.  Among  the  more  common  animals  are  : a species  of 
the- deer  or  antelope,  the  warrie  or  wild  hog,  peccary,  carkee 
or  Indian  rabbit,  gibeonite,  anteater,  opossoms,  squirrel,  red 
and  white-faced  monkey,  baboon,  jaguar,  caugar  and  black  ti- 
ger ; — also  : tapir  or  mountain  cow,  sloth,  &c. 

Among  the  reptiles  are:  Alligators,  (two  species),  ignanas,  toads, , 
frogs,  croaking  lizards,  scorpions,  centipedes — venemous  serpents, 
as  the  tominygough,  barber’s  pole,  grass  snake,  whip  snake  — 
besides  others,  perfectly  harmless. 

Among  the  birds  may  be  noticed  : Sea-gulls,  man-of-war  bird, . 
king  of  vultures,  hawks,  varieties  of  parrots,  parroquets,  macaws, 
(green,  yellow,  and  yellow-  and  blue  varieties)  bananabird,  yei- 
lowtail,  toucan,  curassaws,  guan,  coquericot,  wild  turkey,  galdings, 
and. many  varieties  of  duck  and  teal. 

Fish  abound  in  the  lagoons  and  rivers. — The  manittee  or  sea- 
cow,  amphibious  in  its  nature,  is  often  caught.  The  hawk’s  bill- 
turtle  frequents  the  coast  from  May  to  September.  A description 
of  the  mode  in  which  the  natives  strike  it  will  be  given  at  a future 
time. — The  green  turtle  is  also  abundant  during  the  season,  and 
forms  a principal  article  of  animal  food  among  the  people.  The 
fish  most  esteemed  are  the  junefish,  callipeewa  snook,  tappam, 
jack,  snappers,  sheep’shead,  groupers,  king-fish,  mutton,  mullet, 
tuba,  cat-fish,  poldgay.  Sharks  abound,  especially  in  the  bay 
and  harbour  of  S&n  Juan. — The  saw-fish  is  an  other  formidable 
enemy  common  to  the  large  lagoons, — it  does  not  attack  unless  . 
provoked,  yet  the  natives  always  steer  clear  of  them,-  whenever 
they  percieve  them,  as  a single  rip  from  the  bony  saw  of  the  fish 
would  cut  the  canoe  in  half.  The  body  of  the  fish  alone  has  been 
found  to  measure  nearly  20  feet. — The  natives  only  attack  the 
young  saw-fish.  Large  oyster-banks  furnishing,  at  low  tide,  an , 
abundance  of  an  inferior  kind  of  oyster,  obstruct  the  navigation  of 
the  lagoons. 

Rivers. — The  country  is  well  watered  and  contains  some  large 
rivers.  The  principle  are  : the  R.  San  Juan,  Rama,  Bluefields, . 
Great  or  VVawa  R.,  Prince  Apulcas,  Wanks  or  Segovia,  Cara- 
taska,  Patook,  Plantain,  Black  River,  Poyais  and  Roman. — Some 
of  them  are  more  than  a mile  wide  at  their  mouth.  They  have 
numerous  tributaries.  During  the  rainy  season  they  bring  down, 
mud  and  sand,  which  accumulating  at  their  mouths  form  bars 
which  often  completely  obstruct  the  navigation.  Were  it  not  for 
this,  vessels  of  considerable  size  might  navigate  the  rivers.. 
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Lagoons. — There  are  many  lagoons,  or  lakes  of  salt-water  a- 
long  the  coast  of  ten  only  separated  from  the  sea  by' a narrow'  strip  oi 
land  ,into  these  some  of  the  large  rivers  empty. 

The  principal  lagoons  are  Bluefields,  Pearl  Key,  Caratas- 
ka  lagoons  ; — in  the  S.  are  Boco  del  Toro  and  Chiqui  lagoons. 

The  lagoons  were  formerly  a favourite  resort  of  the  Buccaneers. 
With  their  light  vessels  they  easilycrossad  the  bars  at  the  entrance, 
and  if  pursued  by  the  Spaniards,  drew  their  ships  close  under 
ahore,  sinking  the  hull  in  case  of  extremity,  lowering  the  mast 
head,  and  then  tying  fast  to  it  green  branches  of  trees  to  de- 
ceive the  vigilance  of  the  enemy  ; aided  in  the  work  by  the  Indi- 
ans, of  whose  aversion  io  Spanish  dominion  they  always  made 
good  use.  Bluefieid  lagoon  derives  its  name  from  a famous  bucca- 
nier  of  that  name.  Harbours.  There  are  few  good  harbours  on 
the  coast,  which  is  perhaps  the  reason  why  the  country  naturally 
so  fertile,  and  abounding  in  staple  productions,  has  never  been  set- 
tled by  Europeans.  The  lagoons  would  fprm  most  secure  anchor- 
age for  shipping  were  there  a sufficient  depth  of  water;  and  where 
this  is  no  obstacle,  the  bars  at  the  entance  preclude  large  vessels 
from  getting  in. — The  best  harbour  is  that  of  St.  Juan  de  Nicarag- 
ua ; small  brigs  can  approach  to  within  half  a mile  of  the  town, 
and  at  the  distance  of  a mile  thelargest  vessels  can  moor.  Here  lie 
the  large  Eng.  Steamers  which  visit  the  place  monthly.  The 
next  best  harbours  are  those  of  Bluefields  and  Pearl  Key  lagoon  ; 
but  no  vessel  above  200  tons  can  get  inside  of  either  of  them  ; 
anchorage  in  the  former  is  seven  miles  from  the  settlement. 

Climate.  The  climate  is  salubrious.  The  many  reports  of 
the  extreme  unhealthiness  of  this  country  are  unfounded.  Many 
parts  of  the  uncultivated  lowlands  are  unhealthy  from  their  vicini- 
ty to  marshy  grounds  ; but  the  country  around  the  large  lagoons, 
wherever  the  land  rises  sufficiently  to  prevent  the  overflow  of  wa- 
er  is  very  healthy. — In  the  morning  before  the  sea-breeze  springs 
up  the  heat  is  rather  oppressive,  but  about  8 or  9 o’clock  the  wind 
rises  and  blows  steadily  throughout  the  day,  and  occasionally  dur- 
ing the  whole  night.  The  thermometer  seldom  rises  above  86° 
Fahrenheit,  and  averages  82°  throughout  the  year. 

The  country  is  subject  to  long  continued  rains,  which  first  visit 
the  coast,  with  the  wind  from  N.  E.  and  gradually  extend  over 
the  country.  The  rainy  season  is  not  always  regular,  or  not  al- 
ways of  the  same  continuance,  but  generally  sets  in  about  the  15th 
of  May,  and  continues  till  the  end  of  November  with  occasional 
intermissions  of  fine  weather.  In  the  months  of  July  and  Sep- 
tember the  greatest  quantity  of  rain  falls.  A very  rainy  morning 
is  often  succeeded  by  a fine  afternoon,  and  if  there  have  been  hea- 
vy showers  during  the  night,  a fair  morning  may  be  looked  for. 
During  this  season  the  lower  grounds  are  covered  with  water  ; but 
lie  long  continuance  of  wet  produces  no  bad  consequences  if  coni' 
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mon  precaution  be  exercised.  The  most  unhealthy  season  is  that 
when  the  wind  sets  in  from  the  S.  W. 

Population.  No  correct  estimate  can  be  giVen,  but  the  num- 
ber of  Inds  scarcely  exceeds  10,000. — Add  to  these,  English  set- 
tlers, German  immegrants,  and  Creoles,  (brown  people  and  ne- 
groes, the  descendants  of  former  slaves,)  and  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants may  probably  be  12,000. 

Indians.  There  are  in  the  whole  country,  including  the  dis- 
puted territory,  about  16  Indian  tribes.  They  may  be  classed 
under  three  divisions  : 

a,  the  descendants  of  the  aborigines,  occupying  the  middle  of 
Mosquitia  proper,  and  the  coast  S.  and  S.  E.  of  the  River  San 
Juan. 

b , the  descendants  of  Caribs,  from  the  island  of  St.  Vincent. 

c,  the  Musquito  Inds.  along  the  coast , from  Pearl  Key  lagoon 
to  Black  river. 

The  descendants  of  the  Aborigines  comprise  the  following  tribes, 
besides  others  not  so  well  known.  Woolwas,  Valientes,  Terri- 
bees,  Talamancas,  Pcyais,  Panamacas,  Tagusgalpas,  San  Blass 
Inds.  Of  these  the  principal  are  the  Valientes,  formerly 
much  oppressed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Talamancas,  who,  till 
within  15  years,  were  at  constant  war  with  the  former  tribe  ; both 
live  in  the  S.  about  Chiriqui  lagoon. 

The  ancestors  of  the  present  Caribs  fled  from  St.  Vincent  to  Be- 
lize, whence  a number  of  them  migrated  to  the  Musquito  shore. 
They  are  far  more  civilized  than  the  other  Indians  and  have  as- 
sumed the  European  dress. 

The  Musquito  Indians,  (also  called  Zambos,  or  Sanchos)  are 
not  a race  of  pure  Indians,  but  are  descended  from  Indian  and 
negro  blood.  A Dutch  slave  ship  from  Africa  having  been  wreck- 
ed on  the  coast  to  the  S.  of  the  the  present  San  Juan  Nicaragua, 
the  slaves  travelled  N.  to  the  Musquito  territory,  where,  after 
several  rencontres  with  the  natives,  they  were  friendly  received, 
allowed  to  settle  on  grounds  allotted  to  them,  and  had  Indian  wives 
given  them. 

The  Indian  features  and  character  however  predominate.  This 
race  became  very  powerful  and  held  the  other  tribes  N.  of  the 
river  San  Juan  in  complete  subjection  ; and  such  mastery  did  they 
exercise,  that  at  the  present  day,  their  neighbours,  the  Woolwas, 
quite  as  numerous  as  themselves  and  no  longer  in  danger  of  much 
oppression  since  the  British  have  again  established  themselves  in 
the  country, — do  not  venture  to  plant  a provision  ground  where 
they.iiave  the  least  idea  that  a Mosquito-man  can  get  knowledge 
of  it.  The  Mosquito  Indians  w-ere  formerly  very  numerous,  bur 
in  the  beginning  of  the  century  their  numbers  were  much  reduced 
by  the  rsm all-pox.  At  present  they  do  not  probably  exceed  4000 
souls.  They  were  once  a very  warlike  people,  of  the  same  stamp 
as.the  present  Talamancas  in  the  southern  district,  and  perhaps 
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oven  more  sagacious  in  tracking  their  enemy  through  the  forest: 
hut  intercourse  with  Europeans  and  subjection  to  the  English  in 
the  last  century  has  greatly  subdued  their  character.  They  were 
employed  in  Jamaica  during  the  Maroon  war,  in  hunting  the  run- 
away slaves, — and  are  still  reckoned  the  most  active  and  intelli- 
gent of ‘the  Indians  in  Mosquitia.  They  excel  in  the  management 
of  their  canoes,  for  which  the  Woolwas  are  also  distinguished, 
whilst  the  Ramas  are  noted  for  their  skill  in  hunting  and  fishing, 
and  their  dexterity  in  the  use  of  the  bow  and  arrow. 

Language.  There  appear  to  be  as  many  languages  as  then 
are  Indian  tribes.  The  language  of  the  Musquito  tribe,  is 
spoken  along  the  whole  coast,  and  by  many  Indians  in  the  in- 
terior, and  may  therefore,  to  a certain  extent,  be  called  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country.  A Rama  cannot  understand  a Woolwa  un- 
less both  are  able  to  speak  this  language  ; the  same  may  be  said 
in  reference  to  Indians  of  other  tribes. 

History,  Government,  Religion  <Ac. — To  this  country  ma- 
ny of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  Central  America  retired  after  they 
had  been  driven  out  of  other  parts  by  the  Spaniards,  who  when 
never  able  to  conquer  the  Indians  of  Musquilia  ; or  at  any  time 
to  form  permanent  settlements  on  the  coast.  They  notwithstand- 
ing claimed  it  as  a part  of  Honduras,  by  virtue  of  first  discovery. 
Having  murdered  many  of  the  inhabitants  when  they  first  invaded 
the  country,  those  who  fled  into  the  mountains  retained  an  invin- 
cible hatred  of  them,  and  ever  afterwards  resisted  every  attempt 
to  subdue  them,  and  were  ready  at  all  times  to  join  with  other 
Europeans  against  the  aggressor.  This  led  to  a kind  of  intimacy 
with  the  English  who  formed  some  trading  settlements  on  the  coast. 
The  Indians  maintained  themselves  in  a rude  independence  under 
the  rule  of  the  head  of  the  Musquito  tribe  : but  after  the  conquest 
of  Jamaica  during  the  Protectorate,  when  the  Duke  of  Albemarle 
was  Governor  of  that  island,  prompted  by  the  friendship  which 
had  originated  in  the  time  of  the  Buccaneers,  they  placed  them- 
selves under  the  protection  of  England,  and  acted  as  allies  against 
the  Spaniards. 

During  the  war  of  1739  the  trade  of  the  country  had  become  so 
important  that  the  English  determined  to  hold  it  under  their  im- 
mediate sovereignty.  A superintendent  was  accordingly  appoint- 
ed by  Great  Britain ; he  erected  a fort,  and  hoisted  the  national 
flag  ; and  a settlement  being  formed  at  Black  River,  on  the  N . 
coast,  a clergyman  was  sent  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society 
for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel.  The  population  of  the  town 
after  a time  amounted  to  near  1400.  Settlements  were  likewise 
formed  at  Bluefields,  Pearl  Key  Lagoon,  Cape  Gracias  a Dios. 

Bv  virtue  of  a treaty  with  Spain  the  British  evacuated  this 
country  in  1778,  after  having  had  possession  of  it  nearly  80  years  ; 
the  Spaniards  then  recovered  their  nominal  sway,  whilst  the  abso- 
lute power  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  chiefs. — Most  of  the  Eng- 
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: l ish  retired,  leaving  a number  of  their  slaves  behind,  from  whom 
the  negro  population  of  the  town  of  Bluefields,  now  numbering 
about  700  inhabitants,  is  descended.  The  Indians  still  acknowl- 
edged themselves  under  the  protection  of  England,  and  their  ru- 
ling chief,  undertthe  title  of  King,  has  latterly  been  crowned  at 
Jamaica  or  Belize. 

In  1844  an  English  agent  was  sent  out  by  Great  Britain  under 
the  title  of  “ Her  British  Majesty's  Consul-General  and  Agent 
for  the  Kingdom  of  Mosquitia to  manage  the  government ; du- 
ring the  minority  of  the  present  King,  George  Augustus  Fred- 
eric, whose  father,  Robert  Charles  Frederic  had  died  shortly  be- 
fore of  intemperance. 

The  present  king  is  about  1G  years  of  age;  belongs  to  the  Mos- 
quito tribe,  and  was  crowned  at  Belize  on  the  7th  of  May,  1845, 
by  Revd.  Mr.  Newport,  Commissary  to  the  Bishop  of  Jamaica, 
in  presence  of  Col.  Fancourt,  Superintendent  of  British  Hondu- 
ras, and  Patrick  Walker,  Esq. 'his  guardian  and  Mosq.  Consul. 
'The  king  resides  at  Bluefields  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Walker,  speaks 
English  fluently;  is  able  to  read  and  write;  and  on  the  whole  ma-  ' 
infests  considerable  intelligence,  but  is  as  yet  a mere  child,  as  to 
ideas  of  government.  Mis  mother  and  two  sisters  reside  at  an 
Indian  settlement  on  Wavariver  ; one  of  his  brothers 'has  been  ta- 
ken to  Europe  by  an  English  gentleman,  and  placed  in  the  uni- 
versity of  Bonn  for  education. 

Ilis  father  was  educated  in  Jamaica,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
a man  of  good  sense,  but  sadly  given  to  drink.  During  seasons 
-of  intoxication,  it  Ms  thought,  though  it  canriot  be  clearly  proved, 
that  he  made  over  his  kingdom,  in  different  -grants,  to  traders  to 
whom  he  was  indebted,  and  who  availed  themselves  of  his  condi- 
tion to  obtain  a, ready  signature. 

The  present  king  ,is  his  eldest  son,  on  whom  the  crown  al- 
.ways  devolves.  v 

The  government  is  nominally  conducted  by  the  king  and  a 
council  of  seven  or  eight  men,  chosen  from  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Bluefields,  but  is  actually  vested  in  Mr.  Walker,  the  representative 
of  England.  The  council-men  are  elected  annually;  some  of  them 
are  likewise  magistrates.  No  Indians  are  at  present  admitted  into 
power ; their  imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  English  language 
precludes  them  from  acting  in  an  oflicial  capacity. 

Each  tribe  of  indians  has  a chief,  or  “ admiral ” as  he  is  term- 
ed, who  exercises  considerable  influence  over  the  rest,  blit  is  sub- 
ject to  the  will  of  the  king.  The  Indians  formerly  paid  a tribute 
•of  canoes,  cotton  yarn,  silk  grass,  tortoise  shell  &c.  &c.,  but  lit- 
tle is  now  exacted  beyond  a danoe  or  two  annually,  from  each  chief, 
a revenue  being  derived  .from  the  mahogany  works  and  from  a tax 
on  the  importation  of  spirits.  Each  tree  of  mahogonv  felled,  it-- 
taxedtone  dollar  ; the  whole  revenue  being  at  present  about  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 


413  Sketch  of  the  Country  of  Mosquitia. 

The  English  resident  has  done  much  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  and  a visible  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  ex-  • 
ternal  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bluefields.  Many  who  went 
in  tatters  a few  years  ago,  now  consider  it  a disgrace  to  be  other- 
wise than  respectably  dressed.  The  greatest  difficulty  to  be  encoun- 
tered lies  in  the  supineness  of  the  Creoles,  who  manifest  a want  of 
energy  in  a greater  degree  than  the  indolent  among,  the  West  Ihr 
dia  negroes. 

The  people  of  Bluefields  are  anxious  for  instruction.  Several 
schoolmasters  have  laboured  among  them  for  a time,  but  with  little 
benefit  to  the  children,  having  been  given  to  intemperance.  The 
Indians  show  a like  desire  to  be  taught. 

One  of  the  American  settlers,  engaged  in  the  Mahogany  business,  , 
states  that  different  Woolwa  Indians  had  come  to  him  time  after 
time,  desiring  him  to  take  their  lads,  and  keep  them  for  any  pur- 
pose for  two  or  three  years,  merely  teaching  them  reading  and  writ- 
ing in  return  ; that  they  had  often  told  him  that  they  wished  they 
could  write,  when  they  saw  him  doing  so  ; and  some  of  the  more  • 
intelligent  had  frequently  acknowledged  their  inferiority,  not  only 
to  the  Europeans  but  to  the  Mosquito  Indians,  and  had  asked  how 
it  could  be  remedied. 

By  the  will  of  the  late  king,  land  has  been  appropriated  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Church  of  England  both  at  Bluefields  and  on 
the  island  of  Ruatan,  but  as  yet  no  clergymen  has  been  sent  to 
the  country. 

One  only  attempt,  besides  the  above  mentioned  one  in  the  last 
century*  has  been  made  to  introduce  the  Gospel.  Rev.  Mr.  Pilley 
a Wesleyan  clergyman  visited  Bluefields  about  theyear  1820.  He 
was  brought  thither  by  a Mr.  Bowden,  from  whom  the  account  is 
derived,  in  his  trading  vessel.  Mr.  Pilley  chose  a small  island  in 
the  lagoon,  distant  about  If  miles  from  Biitefields,  upon  which  to 
locate  himself,  and  which  still  retains  the  name  of  Pilley  Key. — 
Here  belaboured  perseveringly,  but  apparently  without  success. 

The  people  behaved  rudely  ; the  main  cause  of  complaint  was, 
that  he  attacked  their  love  of  rum  too  warmly.  Not  being  able 
to  procure  subsistence  by  his  own  exertions  he  was  dependent 
upon  them,  but  soon  found  them  quite  averse  to  do  the  least  thing 
for  his  support.  Hd  continued  to  “read  prayers”  as  Bowden 
expressed  it,  but  they  would  no  longer  listen  to  him  ; the 
few  who  had  joined  him,  deserted  ; and  the  others  declared  they 
did  not  wish  the  “ Methodist”  among  them.  Thinking  he  could 
do  better  among  the  Indians,  he  prevailed  on  Bowden  to  take  him 
up  the  coast  to  a place  called  Brackman’s  Bluff.  'The  Indians 
came  fora  time,  but  understanding  English  very  imperfectly,  their, 
patience  gave  out.  Bawden  regularly  visited  the  place,  and  brought 
supplies  for  the  Missionary,  otherwise  he  must  have  perished.-r- 
On  one  occasion,  he  prevailed  on  one  of  the  Mosquito  chiefs  to  at 
‘end. Mr.  Piiley’s  meeting;  this  Indian  was,  a. noted  drunkard,. and  « 
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came,  hoping  that  rum  would  be  served  out*  as  was  usually  done 
with  traders  on  particular  occasions.  He  listened  to  the  discourse 
quietly  for  some  time,  but  after  waiting  in  vain  for  the  expected 
grog,  he  said,  “ Bawden  ! what  dis  ! all  talk — talk — talk — no 
rum — no  rum — make  me  go  vessel  and  drink ” — and  immediately 
left  in  his  canoe  for  the  sloop. 

Mr.  Pilley  soon  afterwards  returned  to  England.  Times  have 
since  then  altered  for  the  better.  Though  great  difficulties  will 
have  to  be  encountered,  principally  arising  from  difference  of 
language,  and  the  isolated  manner  in  which  the  Indian  families  or 
settlements  are  located,  the  missionary  will  no  longer  be  perse-- 
euted  as  Mr.  Pilley  was  ; on  the  contrary,  from  the  disposition 
lately  manifested,  the  people  seem  well  disposed  to  receive  the  gos- 
pel. 

May  the  Lord  “*end  out  his  light  and  his  truth ” to  the  be- 
nighted land,  and  although  but  little  could  be  done  by  the 
missionary,  let-us  not  “ despise  the  day  pf  small  things .” 

V. 

Extract  of  the  Diary  of  Shiloh  for  the  Year  1846. 

We  entered  on  the  New  Year  with  childlike  confidence  that  the 
Lord,  who  is  the  same  yesterday,  and  totday,  and  for  ever,  would 
continue  to  lead  us  in  mercy,  and  amidst  all  trials  from  without 
and  from  within,  hold  his  protecting  hand  over  us. 

Jan.  4 th. — Br.  Lemmertz  preached  his  farewell  sermon;  and 
having  been  commended  to  the  Lard’s  protection  in  their  journey- 
ing by  sea  and  land  at  a ganeral  meeting  of  our  congregation,  he 
and  his  partner  set  out  on  the  6th.  We  accompanied  them  with' 
most  of  our  people,  both  Hottentots  and  Tumbookies,  three  leagues 
on  the  roads,  as  far  as  Diep  River,  where  we  took  an  affectionate 
leave  of  them.  These  esteemed  fellow-labourers  have  been  engag- 
ed for  thirty  years  in  the  service  of  the  Lord  in  our  South-African 
Congregations,  where  they  will  long  be  held  in  blessed  remem- 
brance, especially *here  at  Shiloh,  which  they  assistedtto  found 
Two  youths  went  with  them  to  Genadendal — Magolana,  a Fingoo 
and  John  Nakin,  a Soo,too,  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  Training 
Institution  at  that  place. 

Feb.  26 th. — We  had  a violent  thunderstorm.  Amongst  others, 
ten  heathen  Tambookies,  who  had  assembled  for  a dance,  where 
struck  by  lightning.  Next  Sunday  we  took  occasion,  from  this 
awful  casuality,  to  warn  our  hearers  to  shun  such  heathenish  di- 
versions. 

March  6 th.- — We  had  the  pleasure  of  a visit  from  Mr.  Arbauset 
the  French  Missionary,  mentioned  from  our,  last  year’s  diary,  who 
was  returning  home  with  his  family  and  the  little  company  of  be-  - 
•living  Sootoos.  . He.  stayed  with  us  several  days,  and  addressed  , 
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the  congregation  in  mv  evening  meeting,  exhorting  them  to  continue 
faithful  to  the  grace  which  they  had  received,  and  let  their  light 
shine  amongst  the  surrounding  heathen.  Some  of  his  Sootoos  af- 
terwards gave  short  addresses,  in  which  he  acted  as  interpreter, 
'expressing  the  joy  he  felt,  in  seeing  here  so  many  souls  who  had 
^become  obedient  to  the  faith,  and  the  hope  that  both  they  and  we 
should  continue  to  build  on  this  sure  foundation,  and  commending 
themselves  to  our  prayers,  as  they  would  not  fail,  on  their  part,  to 
remember  us  at  the  Throne  ofgrace. 

On  the  18th,  we  received  a letter  from  the  English  Agent,  Mr. 
'Fynn,  stating  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  wished  notice  to 
he  given  to  all  the  Missionaries  in  Catfraria,  to  take  refuge  within 
the  Colony  as  soon  as  possible,  war  with  the  Caffres  being  now 
inevitable.  This  intimation  occasioned  us  no  small  anxiety  ; yet 
>wc  hope  that  the  Lord,  who  had  hitherto  preserved  Shiloh,  would 
: still  continue  to  hold  his  hand  over  it ; and  in  this  confidence,  we 
determined  not  to  remove  without  absolute  necessity. 

On  the  31st,  the  Berlin  Missionaries,  DcEhne,  Posselt,  Liefeld, 
.and  Lange,  with  their  families,  and  Sr.  Schmidt  with  her  three 
.children,  came  hither  in  consequence  of  the  above  notification,  as 
a temporary. place  of  refuge.  We  gave  up  our  old  dwelling-house 
and  the  infant-school  to  their  use.  The  same  evening  several  mer- 
chants ’arrived  with  their  goods,  on  their  flight  from  Caffraria. — 
We  counted  no  fewer  than  thirty  wagons  encamped  on  our  place. 

April  10/A. — Notwithstanding  the  occasional  damage  sustained 
from  the  numerous  cattle  of  the  fugitives,  which,  when  negligent- 
ly watched,  trespassed  on  the  enclosures  of  our  Hottentots,  we 
could  celebrate  the  Passion-week  in  blessing,  all  the  meetings  be- 
ing numerously  attended  by  both  Hottentots,  and  Tambookies. — 
We  had  much  pleasure  at  the  speaking  of  our  communicants,  who 
felt  the  need  at  this  period  of  the  alarm,  of  drawing  more  closely 
lo  the  Lord,  and  seeking  His  heavenly  peace  and  consolation. 

On  Monday — Thursday , our  Brethren  and  Sisters  of  the  Ber- 
lin Mission  partook  with  us  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  His  presence 
was  sensibly  felt  in  our  midst. 

On  the  11th,  was  the  funeral  of  Philip  Gwasella,  a Fingoo  com- 
■liinicant.  TIis  edifying  Christian  deportment  showed  that  his 
heart  was  penetrated  by  the  grace  and  love  of  our  Saviour.  He 
had  throughout  life  been  of  infirm  health,  and  in  later  years  had 
suffered  much  from  gout.  He  earnestly  exhorted  his  baptized 
children  to  remain  faithful  to  the  Lord,  and  intreat  Him  to  keep 
them  from  evil,  that  ’their  hearts  might  not  be  defiled  by  heat]ien 
,ab{ui.  inactions. 

17 th. — We  this  week  began,  with  our  Hottentots,  to  protect  the 
approaches  to  our  place  by  a barricade  of  thorn-bushes.  Nightly 
watches  were  also  appointed. 

On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Schultheiss,  of  the  Berlin  Mission,  arrived 
poiidbot  at  daybreak.,  having  been  obliged?  b.yrthe  increasingly  bps- 
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til  demonstrations  of  the  CafFres,  to  quit  h.is  post.  Umhala,  a 
chief,  with  whom  he  had  been  on  friendly  terms,  gave  him  a guard 
of  twenty-one  men  for  the  journey.  Notwithstanding  this,  a band 
of  Caffres  attacked  him  in  the  night,  and  seized  on  all  the  cattle, 
with  the  exception  of  the  draught  oxen,  which,  startled  by  the  fir- 
ing, broke  loose  from  their  traces,  and  carried  away  the  pole  of 
the  wagon.  He  had,  therefore,  left  the  guard  in  charge  of  the 
vehicle, and  hastened  hither  with  a few  men  on  foot.  Our  Hot- 
tentots found  his  oxen  in  the  bush,  not  far  from  the  wagon,  and 
brought  it  hither  in  safety. 

In  addition  to  our  usual  meetings,  we  now  had  discourses  or 
prayer-meeting  every  afternoon,  in  whtch  the  Berlin  Missionaries 
'willingly  took  part. 

Reports  being  current  that  Mapasa  himself  was  inclined  for  war, 
Br.  Bonatz  sent  to  ask  him  whether  he  wished  us  to  remove, 
begging  him,  in  that  case,  to  give  us  timely  notice,  that  we  might 
place  our  wives  and  children  in  safety;  but  it  behoved  him  to  con- 
sider that,  if  he  raised  his  hand  against  this  place,  God  would  call 
him  to  account  for  it,  and  his  prosperity  would  be  at  an  end. — 
Mapasa  assured  us  that  lie  was  still  disposed  to  peace,  and  begged 
us  to  remain  and  cultivate  our  lands  and  gardens. 

May. — It  was  now  resolved  to  wall  up  the  space  between  the 
houses,  and  to  surround  the  church  with  a strong  rampart  six  feet 
'high,  that  it  might  be  a place  of  refuge  for  our  families,  incase 
the  enemy  should  force  their  way  into  the  settlement.  We  also 
plastered  the  thatched  roofs  of  our  houses  with  a composition  ^ofi 
clay  and  cow  dung,  which  is  fire-proof. 

12th. — Four  of  the  Berlin  Missionaries  left  us,  intending  to  jftin 
their  Brethren  in  the  interior,  who  were  labouring  amongst  theOo- 
r an  lias.  We  heard  to-day  the  distressing  intelligence,  that  all 
the  stations  of  the  Berlin  Mission  have  bean  destroyed  by  the 
Caffres. 

On  the  20th,  an  out-lying  kraal  belonging  to  our  Tambookies 
was  destroyed  by  the  Caffres  in  the  night,  all  the  eattle,  amount- 
ing to  200  head,  carried  off*,  and  the  young  man  employed  to 
watch  them  killed.  Mr.  Fynn,  whom  we  apprised  of  this  outrage 
dissuaded  us  from  letting  our  people  attempt  are-capture.  About 
forty  head  were  subsequently  recovered  through  the  instrumentali- 
ty of  Mapasa. 

From  this  time  we  were  frequently  disturbed  in  the  night  by 
false  alarms,  the  watch  mistaking  a bush,  or  a dog,  for  a Caffre, 
and  giving  fire.  One  morning,  however,  we  discovered  in  our 
garden,  evident  traces  of  a large  band  of  Cafires  having  lain  there, 
the  marks  of  muskets,  clubs,  and  assagays  being  fresh  on  the  sand. 
They  had  escaped  the  notice  of  our  patrol,  though  close  to  them  ; 
but  the  Lord  was  a wall  of  fire  round  about  us. 

Junes — Not witlis tandiug  all  disturbances,  we  had  a blessed  en- 
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joyment  of  the  festival  of  Whitsuntide,  and  we  implored  the  Lord 
to  make  these  trials  tend  to  our  growth  in  holiness. 

14 th. — A letter  from  Br..  Teutsch  cheered  and  refreshed  our 
spirits  by  the  assurance  of  the  sympathizing  remembrance  and 
prayers  of  our  Brethren  and  Sisters.. 

Our  meetings  and  schools  go  on  without  interruption.  The  lat- 
ter, however,  are  held  at  present  in  the  church,-  the  school-house 
being  occupied  as  a temporary  dwelling  by  the  Berlin  Brethren 
and  their  families,,  who  still  remain  with  us. 

July. — Mapasanot  having  come  near  us  for  several  weeks,  and 
his  hostile  intentions  being  sufficiently  evident,  we  felt  ourselves 
placed  in  a critical  position*  and  turned  to  the  Lord  in  fervent 
prayer  for  His  guidance  and  help.  The  entreaties,  both  of  our 
Hottentots  and  Tambookies,  that  we  would  not  leave  them,  af- 
fected us  deeply,  and  we  determined. to  remain  at  our  post,  con- 
fiding in  the  Lord’s  protection. 

On  the  5 th,  a detatchment  of  about  100  men,  consisting  of  Hot- 
tentots, Bushmen,  and  Fingoos,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Read, 
son  of  the  Missionary  on  the  Kat  River,  arrived  to  protect  the 
place  and  watch < the  motions  of  the  Tambookie  chiefs.  The 
progress  of  events  soon  showed,  what  reason  we  had  to  thank  the 
Lord  for  their  arrival  at  this  juncture,  for,  on  the  9th,  Mapasa  ap- 
proached the  settlement  with. a numerous  host  of  armed  followers, 
partly  on  foot,  partly  on  horseback.  Mr.  Read  sent  him  word 
not  to  enter  the  place,  excepting'  he  wished  to  come  alone,  to  speak 
with  his  teachers..  With  this  command  he  thought  proper  to  com- 
ply, though  with  evident  chagrin,  and  drew  up  his  force  in  front 
of  the  settlement.  As  he  declined  coming  to  us,  Br.  Bonatz  and 
Mr.  Read  went  to  speak  with  him.  To  their  inquiry,  what  he 
meant  by  coming  with  such  a number  of  armed  men  if  he  were 
peaceably  disposed,  he*  answered  in  a tone  of  defiance,  that  our 
settlement  had  brought' bad  luck  to  his  people,  and  he  was  come 
to  seek  his  rights.  Br.  Bonatz  sought  in  every  possible  way  to 
remove  his  false  impressions,  but  in  vain  ; the  Enemy  had  him  so 
completely  in  his  power  that  he  could  scarcely  speak  for  rage. — 
Meanwhile,  other  bands  of  Caffres  were  descending  the  mountains, 
and  the  conference  was  broken  off.  Scarcely,  however,  had  Ma- 
pasa turned  his  horse,  when  some  shots  were  fired  by  his  people; 
and  while  Mr.  Read  still  repressed  the  eagerness  of  his  men  to  en- 
gage, two  Chffres  levelled  their  pieces  at  him,  but  happily  with- 
out effect. 

Restraint  was-  no  longer  possible  ; Bushmen,  Hottentots,  and 
Fingoos  rushed  at  once  on  Mapasa,  and  the  engagement  became 
general.  In  a short  time  Mapasa  was  obliged  to  give  way,  and 
seek  safety,  in  flight.  About  twenty  men  are  said  to  have  falle •• 
on  his  side,  besides  those  who  were  severely  wounded  ; on  th.* 
side  of  the  colonial  force  there  was  not  even  a wound. 

On  the  I'lth,  Mr.  Fynn  arrived  here  with,  some  officers,  to  ie  - 
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quire  into  the  affray,  and  as  it  was  proved,  that  Mapasa  had  first 
commenced  firing,  a messenger  was  sent  to  him  with  a declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

13 th. — Several  hundred  oxen  belonging  to  our  Hottentots  were 
stolen  from  our  pasturage.  An  armed  band  set  out  after  them,  but 
after  fighting  for  three  hours  with  a far  superior  force  of  Caffres, 
they  were  obliged  to  return  empty-handed. 

On  the  15//i,  Sir  Andrew  Stockenstroem,  the  Commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Burgher  force,  arrived  here  with  a body  of  some  hun- 
dred Boors,  and  took  possession  of  our  church  as  a temporary 
barrack.  We  were  in  consequence,  obliged,  for  the  first  time,  to 
discontinue  our  meetings  and  schools. 

25 th. — Sir  Andrew.  Stockenstroem  having  received  orders  to 
advance  into  Caffraria  with  his  troops,  in  which  Mr.  Read’s  de- 
tachment was  included,  we  begged  him  to  leave  us  a few  men, 
that  the  place  might  not  be  entirely  without  defence.  He  kindly 
assented  to  our  request,  and  on  the  following  day  sixty  men,  with 
wagons,  formed  a little  camp  close  to  the  settlement.  Before  set- 
ting out,  Mr.  Read’e  commando  drew  up  before  the  Mission-house, 
to  take  leave  of  us.  We  thanked  them  for  the  assistance  they  had 
rendered  us,  exhorted  them  to  be  obedient  to  their  officers,  and 
commended  each  other  to  the  Divine  protection. 

On  the  20 th  August,  was  the  iuneral  of  the  communicant 
brother  Stephen,  who  died  in  consequence  of  several  assagay 
wounds  received  in  the  fight,  from  which  he  was  carried  home  in 
a dying  state  by  his  brethren.  His  last  words  were  very  edifying, 
evidencing  that  his  heart  had  maintained  fellowship  with  our  Sa- 
viour. 

The  same  evening  Qapt.  Hogg  and  his  regiment  arrived,  hav- 
ing captured  5000  head  of  oxen  from  Mapasa.  The  English  sol- 
diers, half-famished,  thronged  into  our  houses  for  bread,  and  were 
still  importunate  for  more,  after  we  had  given  them  all  we  had,  so 
that  we  were  obliged  to  speak  sharply  to  them.  Our  Genadendal 
and  Elim  Hottentots  were  in  this  regiment,  many  of  whom  called 
upon  us  the  same  evening.  They  were  very  thankful  to  the  Lord 
for  his  preservation  through' all  dangers,  and  for  the  pleasure  of 
being  once  more  in  a congregation  of  their  brethren  and  sisters  in 
the  Lord.  We  accommodated  the  officers  with  lodgings  in  tour 
church,  and  had  sixteen  of  them  to  supper  at  our  table. 

The  camp-fires  near  the  settlement  formed  an  interesting  specta- 
cle in  the  darkness.  In  the  centre  were  ranged  the  captured  cat- 
tle, whose  bellowings  resounded  all  night  long.  We  begged  the 
Lord,  graciously  to  preserve  our  people  from  being  entirely  led 
astray  from  the  one  thing  needful,  by  the  distractions  of  these  stir- 
ring timesc 

25 th. — Sir  Andrew  Stockenstroem  arrived  on  his  return  from 
Caffraria*  and. several'  thousand  troops  being  now.  encamped  round 
us,  our  place  had  a very  lively  -appearance.  The  Boors  soon  re-- 
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ceived  orders  to  return  home,  but  Mr.  Read,  with  his  troop,  were 
directed  to  remain  as  a guard  to  the  place. 

The  Sunday  preachings  this  month  jwere  very  numerously  at- 
tended, our  Genadendal  and  Elim  Hottentots  alone  nearly  filling 
the  church.  Their  officers  gave  them  the  testimony,  that  they 
had  distinguished  themselves  by  their  good  conduct  above  all  their 
fellow-soldiers,  and  had  borne  all  their  fatigues  and  privations  with- 
out a murmur.  Every  evening  they  either  sang  hymns  in  the 
camp,  or  came  to  join  our  Hottentots  in  their  social  worship. 

Owing  to  the  continued  drought  with  which  God  has  been 
pleased  to  visit  this  land,  in  addition  to  the  calamities  of  war,  in- 
numerable cattle  perished  for  hunger,  the  whole  country  present- 
ing a. heath  scorched  with  fire,  where  not  a blade  of  grass  was  to 
be  seen.  Scores  of  them  were  found  dead  every  morning  in  the 
roads.  We  stirred  our  people  up  to  bury  the  carcases  as  fast  as 
possible,  but  the  numbers  were  too  overwhelming,  and  by  far  the 
greater  part  were  dragged  into  the  open  plain,  where  they  lay  by 
hundreds,  rapidly  decomposing  under  the  burning  sun,  and  infect- 
ed the  whole  atmosphere  with  an  intolerable  noisome  stench. — 
Many  of  our  people  were  seized,  in  consequence,  with  violent 
head-aches  and  vomiting  ; and  the  dyssenteries  and  fevers  which 
showed  themselves  at  a subsequent  period  may  probably  be  ascri- 
bed to  the  same  origin.  Draught  oxen  failing,  the  necessaries  for 
the  camp  were  brought  from  the  nearest  town  by  some  hundreds 
of  Fingoo  women,  who  carried  their  burden  on  their  heads. 

October  1st. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Schmidt  and  his  wife,  with  their 
children,  left  us.  Having  for  so  long  a season  shared  in  our  weal 
and  woe,  we  felt  no  small  regret  At  parting  with  them.  We  were 
sorry  to  learn  some  time  after,  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Schmidt,  that 
most  of  the  oxen,  which  we  had  no  small  difficulty  in  collecting 
for  his  two  wagons,  had  died  on  the  journey,  so  that  he  had  been 
obliged  to  hire  fresh  ones  at  a high  price. 

On  the  15/A,  Capt.  Ilogg^s  regiment  finally  left  us,  after  having 
lain  here  nearly  five  weeks,  and  effected  next  to  nothing  in  that 
time.  Though  we  were  exposed  to  various  inconveniences,  and 
even  to  some  loss,  by  their  residence,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
derived  no  small  assistance  in  the  culture  of  our  gardens,  fields, 
and  plantations,  not  only  from  our  Genadendal  Hottentots,  but 
also  from  the  English  soldiers. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  part  of  Mr.  Read’s  troop,  sta- 
tioned here,  had  a warm  skirmish  with  Mapasa,  and  brought  back 
with  them  a booty  of  twelve  horses  and  seventy  goats,  along  with 
Mapasa’s  saddle.  That  chief,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  was 
shot  through  the  leg  in  this  engagement. 

16/A. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Liefland,  with  his  wife,  and  Mr.  Krapp, 
left  us,  the  latter  having  rendered  us  valuable  service  during  his 
stay  here,  as  physician.  We  could  again  hold  the  schools  and 
meetings  regularly ; and  though  we  saw  with  pain  that  our  people 
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had  grown  very  wild  during  these  months  of  exeitement,  we  trust 
that  the  Lord  will  renew  the  good  work  begun  in  their  hearts. 

Owing  to  the  war,  provisions  had  risen  to  famine  prices  in  this 
whole  neighbourhood.  Considerable  relief,  however,  was  affor- 
ded our  people  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.|Read,  who  entered  them  on 
his  list,  on  account  of  services  rendered,  which  entitled  them  to 
Government  rations  of  meat  and  meal. 

On  the  19  tli  of  November  was  the  interment  of  a Fingoo  youth, 
whom  Br.  Bonatz  had  baptized,  during  his  last  illness,  by  the 
name  of  Peter.  There  were  evident  traces  of  the  work  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit  on  his  heart,  and  he  departed  rejoicing  in  his  Saviour. — 
His  parents,  who  have  been  very  faithful  in  the  education  of  their 
children,  have  been  severely  tried,  another  son  having  been  mur- 
dered, near  our  place,  by  the  Calfres,  who  at  the  same  time  car- 
ried off  most  of  their  cattle.  Yet,  under  all  these  afflictions,  they 
manifested  true  Christian  resignation.  “Why  should  we  complain,” 
they  said,  “ that  the  Lord  has  removed  our  children  thus  early 
from  the  world?  He  will  preserve  them  from  all  the  sinful  prac- 
tices in  which  we  spent  our  youth.”  They  have  given  up  anoth- 
er son  to  the  Training  Institution  at  Genadendal. 

Dec.  21  st. — Capt.  Sutton,  who  has  succeeded  to  the  command 
of  the  Burgher  forces,  resigned  by  Sir  Andrew  Stockenstroem 
on  account  of  his  failing  health,  arrived  at  our  place  with  a body 
of  500  colonists,  and  passed  on  next  day  in  quest  of  the  Caffre 
chief,  Zachili,  taking  with  him  our  garrison,  and  several  of  our 
Hottentots.  We  were  thus  enabled  to  celebrate  the  Christmas 
festival  in  quiet,  which  was  the  more  delightful  after  the  previous 
tumults. 

If  we  look  back  on  the  past  year,  we  must  acknowledge  with 
grateful  hearts,  that  the  Lord  has  powerfully  helped  us  in  all  need, 
and  kept  us  under  the  shadow  of  His  wings.  While  all  other 
Missionary  stations  in  this  part  of  the  country  have  been  entirely 
destroyed  by  the  Caffres,  and  many  of  our  fellow  inhabitants  strip- 
ped of  their  all,  Shiloh  stands  a Monument  of  His  grace  and  mer- 
cy. To  Him  be  ascribed  all  honour,  praise,  and  glory. 

The  congregation  at  Shiloh  consisted,  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1846,  of  58  Hottentot  communicants,  19  baptized  adults,  106  bap- 
tized children,  and  19  new  people;  total,  502.  Tambookies,  16 
communicants,  9 baptized  adults,  17  baptized  children,  310  can- 
didates for  baptism  and  new  people ; total,  352.  Together,  554 
persons  ; 37  fewer  than  last  year. 

A.  Bonatz,  J.  D.  Schaerf, 

E.  H.  Kschischang. 


From  Br.  C.  JR.  Koelbing. 

Genadendal,  May  7th,  1847. 

“ Dear  Brother, 

“ The  past  months  have  brought  us  many  trials,  both  official 
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and  domestic,  but  the  Lord  delivered  us  9ut  of  them  all.  O that 
we  may  never  forget  the  thankfulness  due  to  Him  for  His  gracious 
help  ! Mr.  Bourne  sailed  last  week  for  England,  as  far  as  I know. 
His  stock  of  Dutch  Bibles  has  been  early  exhausted,  and  he  had 
to  wait  for  another  supply.  We  have  bought  of  him  some  hun- 
dreds of  Dutch  Testaments,  in  addition  to  the  200  copies  of  the 
same  and  the  30  English  Bibles,  which  he  kindly  presented  to  us, 
in  the  name  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  For  this 
grant  we  have  not  been  able  to  return  our  thanks,  as  he  sailed  un- 
expectedly, and  the  Bibles  are  still  at  Cape-Town,  waiting  for 
the  means  of  conveyance  hither.  We  therefore  desire,  through 
you,  to  express  our  sincere  gratitude  to  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  for  this  valuable  and  useful  present.  He  had  also 
given  60  Dutch  Testaments  to  Groenekloof,  and  I do  not  know 
how  many  to  Enon. 

“ We  have  received  a letter  from  Br.  Ivschischang,  reporting, 
that  Br.  Schaerf,  who  had  been  very  ill  of  a species  of  typhus  fe- 
ver, was  gradually  recovering.  He  wrote  from  Graham’s  Town, 
April  16th,  whither  he  went  on  horseback,  from  Shiloh,  and  was 
to  proceed  to  Enon,  to  fetch  Br.  W.  Nauhaus,  who  is  very  anx- 
ious, after  so  many  difficulties  and  delays,  to  get  to  his  appointed 
post.  They  hoped  to  meet  with  Sr.  Kschischang  at  Graham’s 
Town,  the  latter  intending  to  proceed  to  that  place  with  a wagon, 
to  purchase  various  goods  for  the  Missionary  household,  under 
an  escort  of  four  armed  Hottentots.  In  Shiloh  there  is  a Com- 
missariat, and  the  place  is  thronged  with  people  of  all  descrip- 
tions ; about  2000  are,  at  present,  near  Shiloh,  in  five  camps, — 
English  troops,  Boors,  Fingoos,  and  Hottentot  levies  or  Bush- 
men. The  Shiloh  people  receive  rations  from  Government ; but 
the  great  concourse  of  people  and  consequent  disorders  were  inju- 
rious to  the  godly  conversation  of  the  people.  The  war  seems  at 
a stand,  till  other  levies  of  natives  and  boors  shall  have  joined  the 
troops.  The  Government  is  now  trying  to  get  volunteers.  At 
this  place  58  have  been  obtained — at  Elm  15,  who  will  now  be 
embarked  in  the  man-of-war  steamer,  Rosamond. 

“ In  our  training-school,  we  have  had  a very  distressing  case. 
The  eldest  of  our  pupils,  of  whom  we  had  very  good  hopes,  and 
who  was  to  be  employed  in  the  next  vacant  situation,  being,  in 
the  meantime,  a very  useful  assistant  in  the  boys’  school,  had  to 
be  dismissed,  in  consequence  of  his  having  fallen  into  sin.  This 
being  the  first  instance  of  our  being  obliged  to  dismiss  a pupil  for 
misconduct,  we  hope  and  believe  that  it  has  made  a deep  impres- 
sion, and  will  prove  a warning  to  others  to  be  more  watchful  o- 
ver  themselves. 

“ You  can  easily  imagine,  how  deeply  we  were  aftected  by  the 
news,  that  the  young  Br.  W.  Hallbeck,  instead  of  returning  soon 
to  his  native  country  to  assist  us  with  his  medical  s^kill,  had  been 
called  home  by  tthe  Lord.  This  is  certainly  a great  loss  to  us, 
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and1  to  myself  in  particular  ; for  I have  still  to  act  as  medical  ad- 
visor, a burden  from  which,  as  it  is  too  heavy  for  my  shoulders, 
I had  hoped  to  be  relieved. 

“ The  Missionaries  here,  and  at  Elm,  are  well  ; from  the  oth- 
er stations  we  have  no  recent  intelligence.  We  all  unite  in  com- 
mending ourselves  and  the  work  committed  to  us  to  your  sympa- 
thy. My  dear  wife  has  lately  become  the  mother  of  another 
daughter,  Bertha  Charlotte.” 


From  Br.  S.  Gysin. 

Groenekloof,  Feb.  15th,  1847. 

“Dear  Brother, 

“Being  relieved  here  by  Br.  and  Sr.  Jannasch,  who,  after  having 
reached  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  2nd  of  January,  arrived 
at  Groenekloof  on  the  10th,  we  are  to  return  to  Genadendal,  and 
we  should  already  have  set  off  for  that  place  a fortnight  ago,  had 
we  not  been  detained  by  the  ill  health,  first,  of  Br.  Franke,  af- 
terwards of  my  dear  wife.  As  both  are  now  nearly  recovered.  I 
think  we  may  very  soon  set  off.  It  seems  to  be  a very  sickly 
time,  which  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  dry  and  sultry  weather  which 
has  prevailed  for  many  weeks,  no  refreshing  rain  having  fallen 
since  November  last. 

“ Br.  Teutsch  being  here  on  a visit  in  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber last,  I accompanied  him  to  Cape-Town,  where  we  had  an  in- 
terview with  Mr.  Montague,  Secretary  to  the  Government,  on 
the  subject  of  our  Missionary  station  at  Robben  Island,  and  were 
much  pleased  with  his  kind  and  friendly  deportment  towards  us. 
AVe  likewise  visited  Robben  Island.  The  sight  of  so  much  mise- 
ry prevailing  among  the  lepers,  the  poor,  and  particularly  the  lu- 
natics residing  there,  made  a melancholy  impression  upon  my 
mind.  The  chapel  is  very  neat.  As  we  remained  there  from 
Saturday  till  Wednesday,  chiefly  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
south-east  wind,  Br.  Teutsch  preached  on  Sundav.  the  6th  of 
December,  in  the  Dutch  language,  after  which  I dch\ered  an  Eng- 
lish sermon.  In  the  afternoon,  I had  the  privilege  of  baptizing 
two  adult  lepers,  and,  in  the  evening,  of  joining  in  the  celebration 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper  with  the  small  company  of  communicants.” 

Genadendal,  Feb.  28th,  1847. 

“ On  the  24th  we  arrived  at  this  place,  thankful  to  the  Lord, 
who  had  brought  us  again  in  safety  to  our  dear  Genadendal.  Of 
Groenekloof  I forgot  to  mention,  that,  since  New  Year,  there  has 
been  founded  there  an  Auxiliary  Missionary  Society,  consisting 
of  upwards  of  1 00  members  ; of  its  gradual  increase,  I have  no 
doubt.  It  is  on  the  same  footing  as  that  of  Genadendal,  every  man 
paying  2d.,  and  the  women  each  Id.  per  month.” 
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From  Br.  C.  F.  FranJce. 

Groenekloof,  April  30th,  1847. 

“ Dear  Brother, 

“ During  the  months  of  December,  January  and  February,  I 
had  much  to  suffer  from  a complaint  in  my  legs,  to  which,  after 
the  New  Year,  erysipelas  and  fever  were  added,  confining  me 
to  my  couch  or  room  for  six  weeks.  Shortly  after  my  recovery 
Br.  Christensen  was  affected  in  nearly  the  same  way  ; but  though 
he  has  been  able,  for  the  most  part,  to  attend  to  his  daily  busi- 
ness, he  is -not  yet  restored  to  his  former  state  of  health.  Sr. 
Christensen  continues  to  labour  under  an  affection  of  the  chest, 
which  sometimes  renders  her  but  little  fit  for  duty. 

“ Since  the  10th  of  January,  we  have  had  Br.  and  Sr.  Jan- 
nasch  with  us,  in  place  of  Br.  and  Sr.  Gysin,  removed  to  Gena- 
dendal.  Br.  J.  superintends  the  boys  and  girls’  day-school,  and 
his  wife  teaches  the  girls  sewing.  He  has  made  a beginning  of 
addressing  the  Hottentots,  and  a good  one.  Both  of  them  seem 
quite  at  home  with  us. 

“ Our  schools  continue  to  be  numerously  attended,  particularly 
by  the  girls,  who  are  less  liable  than  the  boys  to  be  called  awav 
by  their  parents.  About  the  end  of  October,  we  had  our  school- 
examination,  which  proved  satisfactory.  Mr.  Bourne,  who  fa- 
voured us  with  a visit  at  this  time,  was  present  at  the  examina- 
tion of  tjie  girls’  school,  which  seemed  to  interest  him  much. 

“In  the  course  of  the  past  autumn,  we  had  a present  made  to 
us  of  a small  organ  of  four  stops,  which  was  solemnly  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  on  the  8th  of  November. 
David  Lakey,  our  school-assistant,  was  appointed  organist,  and 
has  discharged  his  duty  well..  At  the  opening  of  the  organ,  we 
were  able  to  perform  several  anthems,  both  before  and  after  the 
sermon,  which  was  from  the  15th  Psalm.  Our  Hottentots  are 
greatly  delighted  with  this  instrument,,  the  use  of  which  has  not 
only  enlivened  the  singing,  but  also  caused  some  to  attend  the 
services  more  regularly. 

“I  regret  to  have  to  add  that  circumstances  have  since  obliged 
us  to  part  with  our  school-assistant  and  newly-appointed  organist 
David,  and  to  make  an  exchange  between  him  and  Alex  Haas,  of 
Elim.  We  trust  the  arrangement  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  both. 

“ Our  Hottentots,  who  have  been  serving  in  the  Caffre  war,  to 
the  number  of  more  than  sixty,  lately  returned  to  us  safe  and 
well,  full  of  gratitude  to  the  Lord  for  the  merciful  help  and  pro- 
tection they  had  experienced,  and  with  renewed  desires  to  live 
to  Him  and  to  His  glory.  We  should  have  been  glad,  if  they 
could  have  reached  home  a week  earlier,  and  thus  have  shared 
with  us  the  blessings  of  the  Passion  and  Easter-seasons,  the  cele- 
bration of  which  we  have  reason  to  believe,  was  the  means  of  re- 
kindling the  flame  of  love  to  the  Saviour  in  many  a cold  heart,. 
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Tlie  services  of  this  sacred  season  were  enlivened  by  the  perfor- 
mance of  many  suitable  anthems  and  chorales,  and,  among  them, 
a composition  of  your  late  father’s.  On  Easter-Sunday  four  a- 
dults  and  two  children  w’ere  baptised  into  the  death  of  Jesus,  the 
festival  being  concluded  with  a service  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
for  all  the  spiritual  and  temporal  blessings  vouchsafed  to  us  and 
our  Hottentot  flock.  During  the  previous  week,  Br.  and  Sr. 
Christensen  had  conversed  individually  with  2B5  children,  of 
whom  69  were  advanced  in  the  privileges  of  the  church.  Br. 
Christensen  declared,  in  reference  to  this  speaking,  that  he  never 
remembered  any  occasion,  on  which  he  had  experienced  so  much 
pleasure  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty;  the  expressions  and  assur- 
ance of  the  majority  being  indicative  of  an  earnest  desire  to  live 
to  the  Saviour  and  glorify  His  name. 

“On  the  16th  of  this  month,  I performed  a journey  on  horse- 
back to  Goedverwacht,  in  the  Picket  mountains,  where  I found 
the  people  very  eager  to  receive  the  word  of  life.  Having  reach- 
ed the  romantic  kloofs  about  noon  on  the  17th,  I held  a discourse 
to  the  assembled  congregation  the  same  evening,  and  the  follow- 
ing day,  being  Sunday,  I held  a succession  of  services  for  both 
adults  and  children.  The  meetings  were  all  diligently  attended 
so  that  the  roomy  school-house,  opened  by  Br.  Lemmertz  a year 
ago,  proved  too  small  for  the  congregation  ; about  160  persons 
were  present  at  the  public  service.  On  Monday  morning,  I held 
an  examination  of  the  day  and  infant-schools,  the  former  attended 
by  31,  the  latter  by  35  children.  During  the  fourteen  months 
that  Jos.  Hardenberg  has  spent  here,  much  has  been  effected, 
through  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  his  labours.  Ten  children 
read  very  well,  and  nearly  all  were  well  acquainted  with  Scripture 
history,  and  could  answer  most  of  the  questions  put  to  them.  Their 
singing  was  very  good,  and  even  in  cyphering  they  had  made  tol- 
erable progress.  The  elder  children  begged  for  permission  to 
learn  to  write,  which  I readily  granted,  as  a reward  for  their  gen- 
eral diligence  and  good  conduct.” 


From  Br.  C.  F.  Nauhaus. 

Enon,  Feb.  22\d,  1847. 

“ Dear  Brother, 

“ You  will  have  heard  of  our  temporary  appointment  to  serve 
the  congregation  at  Enon,  after  the  removal  of  Br.  and  Sr.  Schop- 
man  to  Robben  Island.  When  we  arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
15th  of  December;  we  found  everything  still  bearing  a warlike  as- 
pect. All  the  Hottentot  men  were  under  arms  ; sentinels  placed 
before  all  the  public  buildings,  at  the  cattle-kraals,  and  the  pro- 
vision stores  ; all  the  aged-  and  infirm  members  of  the  congrega- 
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tion,  and  the  young  children,  receiving  support  from  Government, 
— in  short,  so  far  as  food  and  raiment  were  concerned,  better  pro- 
vided for,  and  with  less  labour  and  anxiety,  than  in  ordinary  times. 
But  this  abundance,  and  the  military  service  in  which  our  people 
were  engaged,  combined  to  produce  results  very  injurious  to  their 
spiritual  state.  Discontent,  idleness,  and  actual  unfaithfulness 
were  soon  apparent  among  them,  and  occurrences  took  place 
which  caused  us  deep  concern  at  this  anxious  period.  Br.  and 
Sr.  Klinghardt  entered  into  a solemn  covenant  with  us,  to  be  faith- 
ful in  bringing  before  the  Lord  the  circumstances  of  these  poor 
people,  and  interceding  with  Him  on  their  behalf ; also,  in  be- 
seeching Him  to  bestow  upon  us,  his  poor  servants,  the  need- 
ful grace,  wisdom,  and  patience,  that  we  might  not  only  bear 
with  faults  and  weaknesses,  but  also  faithfully  and  affectionately 
exhort  and  reprove  them,  and  seek  to  lead  them  back  into  the 
right  way*  Nor  were  we  left  without  an  answer  to  our  supplica- 
tions. Soon  after  the  New  Year,  we  began  to  endeavour  to  bring 
the  congregation  gradually  back  into  its  former  course, — to  recom- 
mence, with  prayer,  certain  services  that  had  been  discontinued, 
and  to  renew  the  meetings  for  special  instruction.  We  also  read 
publicly  the  congregation  rules,  and  endeavoured  to  make  every 
point  clear  and  intelligible  to  them.  The  whole  congregation  were 
spoken  with  individually,  and  the  result  was,  on  the  whole,  en- 
couraging to  us.  We  thought  we  could  perceive,  that  our  Savi- 
our was  Himself  speaking  to  them  by  His  Holy  Spirit,  as  well  as 
by  His  providential  visitations.  On  the  31st  of  January,  the  sup- 
port of  Government  was  suddenly  withdrawn,  and  then  a season 
of  renewed  trial  and  privation  commenced.  Those  who  had  neg- 
lected or  been  unable  from  circumstances  to  cultivate  the  soil, 
were,  with  their  families,  reduced  to  great  distress,  and  the  aged 
and  the  helpless  suffered  actual  want.  Many  were  by  this  visita- 
tion brought  to  serious  reflection,  to  penitence  and  prayer,  and  we 
could  perceive  a manifest  change  for  the  better,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
whole  congregation.  On  the  14th  of  February,  we  could  venture 
to  invite  the  communicants  once  again  to  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
and  we  believe,  that  this  solemn  rite  was  made  a means  of  bless- 
ing to  those  who  were  admitted  to  it,  eleven  months  having  elaps- 
ed since  the  previous  celebration.  Meanwhile,  the  poverty  of 
our  people  is  great  and  pressing  ; many  owners  of  cattle  have  lost 
nearly  their  all,  either  by  plunder,  or  by  disease  or  want  of  pro- 
vender,  and  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  their  circumstances 
being  bettered.  The  Witte  river  continues  very  low,  and  has  al- 
most ceased  flowing,  and  rain  is  greatly  needed.  Under  these 
circumstances  we  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  recommence  the  meet- 
ings of  our  little  Missionary  Association,  or  to  ask  for  contribu- 
tions. Meetings  for  prayer  and  intercession  have  taken  their 
place,  and  we  trust  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  has  not  been  with- 
held from  them.” 


‘Letter  from  Br.  L.  Teutsch. 
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Genadendal,  Feb.  28th,  1847. 

■ ‘Dear  Brother, 

“In  the  course  of  the  last  few  days  all  the  Hottentots  belonging 
to  this  place,  who  have  been  serving  with  the  army,  have  return- 
ed to  us  in  safety,  with  the  exception  of  two,  who,  as  you  have 
already  heard,  were  killed  by  the  CafFres.  These  were  indeed 
joyful  days  for  our  whole  congregation.  The  men  look  very  well, 
and  seem  quite  satisfied  with  the  treatment  they  have  experienced. 
Their  commandant,  Capt.  Hogg,  they  extol  highly,  and  love  and 
honour  him  as  a father.  He  will  shortly  come  hither,  to  pay  the 
men  the  balance  of  pay  which  is  still  due  to  them,  when  we  shall 
try  to  ascertain  in  how  far  he  was  satisfied  with  their  conduct. 

“ At  the  date  of  Br.  Schaerf’s  last  letter  from  Shiloh,  peace  was 
far  from  being  re-established ; the  Caffres  having  made  a fresh  ir- 
ruption into  the  Colony,  and  committed  serious  depredations. 
Mapasa  had  begged  for  peace,  but  his  request  had  not  yet  been 
• complied  with.  Gur  Brethren  and  Sisters  could  not  venture  to 
send  messengers  to  Graham’s  Town  in  quest  of  such  articles  as 
they  most  needed,  and  Br.  W.  Nauhaus  was  therefore  unable  to 
proceed  to  Shiloh.” 

“March  16th,  1847. 

“ We  have  just  received  a token  of  the  regard  and  confidence 
which  the  Government  of  this  Colony  is  disposed  to  extend  to  us 
and  our  labours,  for  which  we  were  but  little  prepared,  and  which 
I need  hardly  say  has  proved  a source  both  of  encouragement  and 
thankfulness.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  Montague,  having 
requested  our  esteemed  agent  in  Cape-Town,  Mr.  Juritz,  to  call 
upon  him,  informed  him  of  the  intention  of  the  Governor  to  an- 
nex the  district  between  the  Keiskamma  and  the  Kei  river  to  the 
Colony,  ai*d  to  establish,  near  the  frontier,  colonies  of  Hottentots. 
For  their  benefit,  and  for  that  of  the  neighbouring  Caffres,  his 
Excellency  was  desirous  that  a Missionary  of  the  Brethren’s 
Church  should  be  stationed  in  the  district  referred  to.  Before  the 
establishment  of  the  Missions  it  was  however  proposed,  to  raise 
a corps  of  Hottentots,  for  the  protection  of  the  intended  Colony, 
of  which  Capt.  Hogg  should  have  the  command.  The  following 
terms  to  be  offered  to  the  Hottentots,  to  induce  them  to  serve  : — 
2/.  for  the  first  six  months,  and  1/.  for  the  second  and  following,  be- 
sides a regular  pay  of  6c?.  per  day,  with  rations  and  clothing,  like 
the  soldiery  in  general. 

■ “ As  his  Excellency  required  an  answer  to  these  proposals  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  we  ventured,  in  the  belief,  that  the  call 
was  in  every  point  of  view  a providential  one,  to  signify  our  wil- 
lingness to  comply  with  it  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  in  the  confi- 
dent hope,  that  our  determination  would  be  sanctioned  by  our  Mis- 
,vsioji^Board,;  at  homeand  we!  felt  the  iless  hesitation  in  acting  thus, 
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because  the  Government  had  generously  engaged  to  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  the  undertaking,  at  least  at  the  outset.  In  following  this 
course,  we  feel  persuaded  that  we  shall  have  the  approbation  and 
the  best  wishes  also  of  our  kind  British  friends. 

“Capt.  Hogg  has  already  paid  one  visit  to  Genadendal,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  volunteers,  and  we  expect  him  to  come  a- 
gain  shortly.  That  he  will  have  some  difficulties  to  contend  with, 
we  can  clearly  foresee.  The  Hottentots  are  not  accustomed  to 
have  an  option  in  such  matters.  When  they  are  told,  that  they 
are  required  to  engage  in  military  service,  they  come  forward 
without  hesitation  ; but  when  they  are  informed  that  they  may  do 
as  they  like,  they  show  a disposition  to  hold  back.  Of  the  con- 
duct of  our  Hottentots  generally  during  the  late  campaign,  Capt. 
Hogg  spoke  in  the  highest  terms,  expressing  himself  exceedingly 
well  satisfied  with  them.” 


VI.  AVESTERN  AFRICA. 

The  subjoined  letters  from  Western  Africa,  the  one  addressed 
to  Br.  Prince  of  Tobago,  and  the  other  to  Sr.  Zorn  at  this  place, 
have  been  kindly  handed  us  for  publication. 

Akropong  Mountain,  Danish  Acra. 
My  Dear  Minister,  January  6.  1847. 

Your  affectionate  letter  came  to  hand  on  the  3d  of  January,  and 
I feel  it  my  duty  to  answer  this  letter  which  it  contained  such  in- 
teresting information,  respecting  the  mission  of  the  U.  Church 
in  the  West  Indies,  I am  sorry  to  say  we  have  still  but  a small 
number,  (only  17  children)  at  our  school.  Their  Fetish  keep  the 
people  here,  fast  bound  in  darkness.  Sunday  after  Sunday  they 
come  into  the  town  near  our  settlement  and  never  enter  the 
Church.  If  I wish  to  tell  you  about  their  heathenism,  I am  at 
a loss  where  to  begin.  Last  Sunday  a man  died  in  the  town  who 
is  said  to  have  been  killed,  but  whether  it  was  so,  cannot  be  dis- 
covered. Some  of  the  heathen  confess  that  the  Fetish  is  nothing 
at  all,  while  others  put  entire  confidence  in  them.  Since  our  ar- 
rival here,  they  do  not  commit  their  murders  so  openly.  WYien 
we  consider  how  little  these  people  know  of  the  Saviour,  and  how 
they  are  unwilling  to  be  instructed,  we  feel  very  much  discourag- 
ed. We  have  now  been  for  a long  time  telling  them  about  our 
Saviour  but  they  do  not  believe  us  at  all. 

I have  seen  the  natives  take  human  skulls,  when  they  engage 
in  their  Adi  customs,  and  drink  Palm  wine  out  of  them.  On  their 
drums  they  fasten  the  bones  of  the  human  body.  Last  August  I 
had  a good  opportunity  of  seeing  them  perform  their  Adi  cere_ 
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monies.  When  they  kill  a sheep  or  a goat,  they  catch  the  blood 
and  then  pour  it  on  their  benches.  When  they  kill  a fowl  they 
cut  off  the  head  and  put  that  upon  the  bench  and  also  give  it  to  eat 
mashed  yam,  palm-oil,  and  eggs,  all  while  walking  up  and  down, 
calling  on  their  gods  to  come  and  eat.  After  gathering  their  yams, 
they  never  eat  any  until  the  Fetish  has  eaten  his  share.  All  white 
fowls  and  other  white  things  they  will  not  eat  but  take  them  to 
their  fetish.  They  also  take  the  new  yams  and  the  first  ripe  fruit 
and  offer  up  prayers  to  these  objeets,  and  beg  them  to  give  them 
strength  and  preserve  their  lives,  so  jthat  they  may  see  another 
year.  Always  before  eating  anything  themselves,  they  take  a 
part  of  the  victuals  and  place  them  on  the  ground  as  offerings  to 
their  spirits. 

On  finding  after  our  arrival  here,  that  we  would  not  follow  their 
Fetish  laws,  they  said  that  we  must  at  least  not  fight  against  the 
Fetish.  But  we  tell  them  always,  that  we  came  on  purpose  to 
oppose  and  destroy,  and  not  to  fulfil  their  heathen  laws.  They 
say,  “ then  you  will  die-”  Our  reply  is  : “ as  long  as  the  Lord 
is  with  us  nothing  can  hurt  us.”  On  finding  that  nothing  does  hurt 
us.  they  say  it  is  because  we  are  white  men,  nothing  will  hurt 
them  and  then  they  call  us  Yankupongba,  that  is  : “ God’s  chil- 
dren.” I can  speak  the  language  very  well.  When  all  of  us 
were  so  sick,  many  of  the  heathens  came  to  sympathize  with  us, 
and  seemed  to  feel  for  us.  We  have  again  been  tried  by  severe 
attacks  of  fever,  and  we  feared  we  should  have  to  part  with  Br. 
Rochester,  but  all  of  us  are  quite  well  again.  Let  me  entreat  you 
and  your  congregation  not  to  forget  to  pray  for  both  our  spiritual 
and  temporal  wants,  and  not  forget  ns  who  are  living  in  this  land 
where  the  dominion  of  the  Devil  is  so  powerful,  and  where  he 
keeps  those  who  should  become  the  children  of  God  in  bondage. 
Pray  to  our  Saviour  that  our  faith  may  be  strengthened,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  fight  against  all  the  temptations,  and  (do  not  forget 
to  pray  also  for  those  who  are  still  sitting  in  darkness  and  in  the 
shadow  of  death.  You  must  not  suppose  that  these  people  are 
fools,  regards  worldly  things  they  know  enough  and  we  can  give 
them  no  information.  The  station  at  Acra,  near  the  coast  is  mak- 
ing some  progress  ; the  number  of  children  attending  school  there 
amounts  to  250,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  80  adults  attend  in  the 
evening  for  instruction.  But  we.  here  in  the  mountains,  have  not 
one  who  is  willing  to  be  instructed.  Again,  let  me  entreat  you 
and  the  Brethren  in  Jamaica  not  to  forget  me,  and  may  the  Lord 
be  with  you  and  bless  your  labour. 

Yours  in  the  Lord 

JAMES  G.  MULLINGS. 


My  Dear  Madam, 
I will  not  let  the 


Akropong,  July  19th,  1846. 
present  opportunity  pass  without  writing  a few 
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lines  to  you  about  the  place  and  the  people  among  whom  we  are 
now  living,  hoping,  that  what  I have  to  say,  will  interest  you. — 
The  country  is  very  fruitful  and  capable  of  producing  almost  any- 
thing. The  forests  abound  in  large  trees  and  the  ground  is 
covered  with  underbrush.  At  some  places  the  forest  is  so  dense 
that  it  is  impossible  to  see  further  than  about  twenty  yards.  Some 
time  ago  I took  a walk  to  some  of  the  neighboring  plantations,  and 
oh,  what  a beautiful  prospect  did  I enjoy  !.  There  were  two 
or  three  large  mountains  before  me,  joined  to  each  other  by  their 
intermediate  plains  and  valleys.  Were  the  country  more  culti- 
vated it  would  present  one  of  the  finest  views  I have  ever  seen. — 
If  it  were  more  cultivated  it  would  also  be  much  more  healthy  , 
but  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  being  carried  off  by  the  white  men 
into  foreign  lands,  the  country  remains  always  in  the  state  in 
which  it  now  is.  During  one  part  of  the  year  we  have  a great 
deal  of  foggy  weather ; and  especially  in  the  morning  the  fog  is 
so  thick  that  for  several  hours  one  can  not  see  at  all  in  the  village. 

The  forests  are  filled  with  wild  beasts  of  various  kinds ; such 
as  tigers,  antilopes  of  various  kinds,  bears,  civet-cats,  wild  hogs, 
baboons  and  large  monkeys  of  every  variety.  The  only  fruit-trees 
we  have,  are  oranges,  sour  sap  and  guavas.  Provisions  are  very 
cheap  here,  so  that  we  can  get  a bushel  of  corn  for  one  shilling 
and  two  or  three  hundred  weight  of  yams  for  10  or  12  shillings. 

The  native  people  are  very  superstitious.  On  Monday  and  Fri- 
day they  never  work  in  their  plantations  for  fear  of  awakening  the 
earth,  which  they  believe  sleeps  on  those  days. 

In  every  house  they  have  some  house-hold-god,  which  they 
worship.  They  believe  that  there  is  a God  in  heaven  who  made 
the  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  things  in  them,  but  they  do  not 
worship  this  God.  The  chief  God  or  Fetish  of  this  place  is  a 
large  rock  about  8-)l  feet  high  which  i&called  Nana-Busan-Pid,  and 
this  name  is  considered  so  sacred  that  they  never  can  resolve  to 
pronounce  it.  Whenever  a person  is  sick  he  is  brought  to  the 
Fetish  priest’s  house  in  order  that  he  might  be  cured  by  him.  At 
the  entrances  of  all  the  villages  you  find  bits  of  wood,  tied  togeth- 
er with  strings,  pots  and  other  earthen  vessels  which  are  put  ther^ 
in  order  to  prevent  their  enemies  from  entering  into  the  vil- 
lage, and  these  tilings  are  considered  a protection  £ 

They  always  place  some  victuals,  such  as  boiled  meat  or  yams 
upon  the  grave  of  a newly  buried  person,  so  that  he  may  have 
something  to  live  upon.  At  the  celebration  of  the  New-Yams  cere 
mony,  which  takes  place  in  the  month  of  August,  they  go  to 
their  burying  places  and  offer  their  dead  relations  a part  of  the  new 
blessings  which  they  believe  their  Fetish  has  bestowed  upon. them 

Though* I have  often  been  afHioted  by  the  Lord 'witlosicknes.-. 
and  have  even  suffered  the  plague  of  the  Guinea  worm,  yet  I am 
sirmly  convinced  that  if  it  had  not  been  good  for  me,  L would  not 
have  suffered  thus..  The  people  are  now.  beginning  to> send  thei. 
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children  to  school'  and  some  of  them  can  read  pretty  well  in  the 
New  Testament.  On  the  Sabbath  many  of  them  also  attend  di- 
vine worship  and  some  seem  to  listen  with  attention.  My  occu- 
pation at  present  is  keeping  school  for  the  children.  You  have  pro- 
bably already  heard  of  the  death  of  our  newly  arrived  Missionary, 
w'ho  was  in  the  country  but  a few  months.  Please  to  give  my 
kind  love  to  all  who  are  with  you.  All  the  brethren  and  sisters 
here  send;  their  best  love  to  you  all.  I remain  &c. 

ALEXANDER  WORTHY  CLARK. 
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November. 
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zareth, 13  87 

“ E.  Peter,  Esq.  collection  of  Ohio  Miss.  Soc’v.. 
including  $10,  icontributed  by  F.  A.  Snyder, 
Canton,  Ohio,  20  00 


-1-7  v.9:2/10 

United  Brethren's  Missionary 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary-Speer  Library 


00325  3160 


